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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. We hear these of words from our
Gospel reading again, Luke 19:41, “When [Jesus] drew near and saw the city, He wept over it, saying, ‘Would
that you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace!” So far the Word of the Lord.
The Bible is not merely historical non-fiction. It does not merely report events of the past as if they have
no application or meaning for today. John writes, “These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God” (Jn 20:31).
In our Gospel reading today, Jesus weeps over the city of Jerusalem. He weeps over it because He knows
the horrors of destruction the entire city and temple will face just a few decades later at the hands of General Titus
and the Roman army. If you’re ever interested in reading about the horrors of that war, the Jewish historian
Josephus records quite a heart-wrenching account. While Jerusalem was under siege, the Jews were experiencing
such famine that they, Josephus writes, “searched the sewers for offal or ate old cow dung.”1 Gaping with hunger,
they “prowled around like mad dogs, gnawing at anything: belts, shoes, and even the leather from their shields.”2
Money was so scarce that people were eating their gold coins to hide them so they wouldn’t get stolen. One
refugee who fled the city was “found picking gold coins out of his excrement.”3 And then there’s the account of
Mary of Bethezuba. Josephus records, “Maddened by hunger, she seized the infant at her breast and said, ‘Poor
baby, why should I preserve you for war, famine, and rebellion? Come, be my food… With that, she killed her
infant son, roasted his body, and devoured half of it, hiding the remainder.” Others smelled the most unholy stench
and confronted her. “They stood paralyzed with horror. ‘This is my child and my action,’ she said. ‘Help
yourselves, for I’ve had my share. Don’t be weaker than a woman or more compassionate that a mother!”4
Such a horrible story sure seems to eerily fulfill what is recorded in Luke 23:29 where Jesus says, “For
behold, the days are coming when they will say, 'Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the
breasts that never nursed!'”
All of these horrible things would happen to Jerusalem. Now you understand why Jesus weeps when
looking at her! Jesus weeps because He knows the city’s and temple’s fall will be because of their sin. The people
will reject Him. They will crucify Him. Their destruction would be their own doing, because, as Jesus says, “you
did not know the time of your visitation.” God was there in the flesh, in the person of Jesus – Immanuel, God
with us visiting His people, and yet they did not know Him! Who wouldn’t weep?!
Because all Scripture is written that we might believe in Jesus, someone might ask how this tragic event
of Jerusalem’s fall almost 2,000 years ago applies to us today. The key words in the Gospel reading are when
Jesus says, “Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace.” Now, of course,
Jesus is speaking to the city of Jerusalem; we are not the “you” Jesus is speaking to, but the warning is still the
same. Even though the Palm Sunday crowds sung their Hosannas right before our Gospel reading begins, the city
of Jerusalem generally speaking did not know, did not realize “the things that make for peace.” Namely, they did
not recognize that it is Jesus Himself who makes peace. Jesus is the Mediator between God and men (1 Tm 2:5).
Jesus is the one who would bear the cup of God’s wrath on the cross. Ephesians 2:14, “For [Jesus] himself is our
peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility.” The death of
Jesus would tear down the separation between God and man in the temple, for through Jesus, we would now have
access to the Father (Eph 2:18).
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Jesus wept over Jerusalem because He did not want her inhabitants to perish in either body or soul.
Jerusalem did not know, did not realize that it is Christ alone who makes peace. So even today, Christ desires that
we all know who and what makes peace for us. It remains, now and forever, that Christ alone makes peace.
For Christ still visits His people. He does so through both the Word and the Sacraments, whereby He
brings and offers the peace that surpasses all understanding. Faith believes, that through these means, God gives
us His peace; faith believes, that through these means, God gives the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. For
faith believes, that God actually comes to us in both Word and Sacrament. Here He visits you, His people. Apart
from them, we might think we feel peace in our hearts; we might experience relative peace in government and
civil life. But that peace is fleeting. And that peace is a mirage. For the only way we have true peace with God is
by clinging to the means whereby God gives us peace: Word and Sacrament.
The Gospel reading today serves as a reminder to us of what happens when cities, countries, or individuals
reject the Prince of Peace, and abide in unrepentance and unbelief. As Paul writes, “Therefore let anyone who
thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor 10:12). Listen to Jesus’ warning. Let us all take heed, lest we
fall like Jerusalem.
Jerusalem, the city on a hill, would lay in ruins, not one stone of the temple left to stand upon another (Mt
24:2). May we always learn from the examples of history, lest we repeat its mistakes. And take nothing for
granted. In the Old Testament reading the people assumed the temple would always be there. They wrongly took
security in their fleeting peace and comfort. Jeremiah warned, “Do not trust these deceptive words: ‘This is the
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord.’ For if you truly amend your ways and your
deeds… then I will let you dwell in this place, in the land that I gave of old to your fathers forever” (Jer 7:4, 7).
This has been a tough week for many of us here at Zion. If any of you ever spent even 5 minutes talking
to Kim Smales, she would have had you laughing. There are two things Jesus wept over in Scripture: our text
today – Jerusalem’s unwillingness to see Her Savior’s visitation, and death – when Jesus’ dear friend Lazarus
died. I know a lot of tears have been shed by many of you. Sudden death leaves a hole in everyone’s heart. No
one had a chance to say good-bye. In the blink of an eye, the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed. In the blink of
an eye, our dear sister in Christ was gone.
No matter what befalls the Christian, whether its steeples falling, countries collapsing, or beloved saints
untimely dying, we do “not grieve as others do who have no hope” (1 Th 4:13). We have Christ crucified! We
have the risen Christ! He has redeemed you, a lost and condemned creature. He has purchased you, not with gold
or silver, but with His holy precious blood! Jesus wept when Lazarus died, and yet proving Jesus has power even
over death, He raised him from the dead with His mere Word; “He cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come
out" (Jn 11:43). And Lazarus came out.
I don’t go on Facebook much, but I did on Wednesday. By the way, every time I log on, I have about 30
notifications, and 27 of them were usually from Kim Smales. But the one that popped on my feed was a Church
sign that read, “THE WORST 2020 CAN THROW AT YOU IS DEATH. AND JESUS CONQUERED DEATH
FOR YOU.” I know many of you saw it. You probably saw my comment, too, all capital letters, “YUP.” That
was the last thing I ever said to her. But what comfort knowing that she confessed the faith. Kim always posted
or said whatever what was on her heart or mind. Kim was never bluffing. She was as real as it gets. And we all
loved her for it.
So, though we are sad, we put our hope in the truth that Christ conquered death. Christ is risen, and because
Christ is risen, all who believe in Him will not perish, but have eternal life. Those who repent of their sin, and
trust in the forgiveness Jesus’ earned, will share in Christ’s victory.
We do not know the hour when evil may befall us. We do not know the hour when Christ will return or
call us home to heaven. What transpired this week certainly shows us how true that is. But no matter what we
have the sure hope of eternal life with Christ. In this most uncertain year, 2020, we have here the only source of
actual certainty and true comfort: Jesus visits us in both Word and Sacrament. And in those means of grace, Jesus
makes for peace! In Jesus’ name, Amen.

