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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Our text for today is the Gospel
reading, in which Jesus heals the widow’s son in the city of Nain, focusing on the words of the people who
glorified God saying, “A great prophet has arisen among us! And God has visited His people!” So far the Word
of the Lord.
I know it’s not the Easter season, but… Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! Many of you didn’t
get to say that here in Church this past spring. While it is true that every single Sunday of the Church Year is a
mini-Easter when we celebrate the Sacrament of the Altar, today is a bit of a bigger Easter celebration than usual
because we commemorate the raising of the widow’s only son from the dead. And whenever – whenever – there
is a story in Scripture that pertains to a resurrection, its application for the Christian always is that on the Last
Day, we, too, will rise. And what a glorious day that will be. Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
But we’re not there yet. And that means there is more suffering still to come. That isn’t intended to be
gloomy, but it is true. And that’s what makes the bulk of our Gospel reading today so relatable. Jesus drew near
to Nain, and His disciples and a great crowd went with him (Lk 7:11). And at the same time Jesus was coming to
the gate of the town, a funeral procession was taking place. The man who died was the only-begotten (μονογενὴς)
son of his mother (v. 12). What adds to the drama is that this woman was also a widow. No wonder a considerable
crowd also accompanied her, for this was a worst case scenario for such a person; widowed and now childless.
Who would care for her? Of course, the pre-School-level answer is Jesus, and that’s again, particularly in this
case, the correct answer. The Lord saw what was going on and had compassion. Here’s that “compassion” word
again we have been hearing a lot during this Trinity season. The word only used to describe Jesus in the New
Testament. He was moved to the bowels. He shared in her suffering in the way only Christ can. Christ cared for
her.
But Jesus says, “Stop weeping.” Just as last week we learned that the force of certain Greek imperatives
is not merely “Do not weep”, but stop weeping – as in, stop the activity already engaged in – so also it is here.
But this isn’t Jesus yelling at her or scolding her for crying. He’s issuing a command from His compassion that
He will also enable her to follow. It’s like when the Scriptures tell us to repent, or to obey the Gospel. “We cannot
by our reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ our Lord or come to Him” (3rd Article of the Creed), and we also
cannot generate true contrition, that is, sorrow for our sins, on our own either. For it is the Holy Spirit that calls
us by the Gospel, enabling us through the power of the Word to both repent and believe the saving Gospel. So if
Scripture, when talking about the Gospel – that which God does for us for Jesus’ sake – appears to make a demand,
the Gospel itself bestows that which it requires. For only the Law makes demands; the Gospel makes only
promises.
So here, Jesus says, “Stop weeping”, and it is Christ alone who is able to cause her to stop weeping. And
you know what happens. Jesus gives her the very reason to stop weeping. He raises her son back to life by the
mere power of His spoken Word: “Young man, I say to you, arise. And the dead man sat up and began to speak,
and Jesus gave him to his mother” (v. 14-15).
Naturally, being in the presence of God, having witnessed such a miracle at such an unexpected time,
“fear seized them all” (v. 16). Awe of such authority would make even the bravest man cower, for if Jesus can
raise someone from the dead, there is nothing He can’t do! And because of this they also “glorified God saying,
‘A prophet has risen among us!’ and ‘God has visited His people!’”
Jesus raising the widow’s only-begotten son brings us comfort knowing what God can do. But what about
the widow today who must bury her child? Where’s her comfort? What about the husband who must bury his
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wife, and now lives as a widower? Where’s his comfort? What about you, when you must bury someone you love
most dearly. Where’s your comfort?
If the comfort we take from our Gospel reading is merely knowing what our Lord can do, that is not saving
faith. Instead, faith trusts what God will do for me – for you – on the Last Day. The only-begotten son of the
widow would die again. We know this to be true because the title of first fruits of the resurrection belongs to Jesus
(1 Cor 15:20). But the only-begotten Son of God did not die again. Jesus died once. But He rose. Christ is living!
He is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! And because Jesus lives, all who believe in Him for the forgiveness of
sins will, like the widow’s son, be raised to new life. But unlike the widow’s son, our bodies will be resurrected
imperishable – never to die again… just like Jesus.
Jesus raising the widow’s son at Nain foreshadows your own resurrection. It foreshadows the resurrection
of all the saints who have preceded us in death. It is that hope, that certain promise that brings comfort to the
widow today who must bury her child or husband. Or the widower who has to do the same. Or the brother or
sister that has to bury one of their siblings or parents. Until Christ comes again, we are all like the widow at Nain,
living through this veil of tears, watching the funeral procession unfold, as it were. But there is coming a time
when Jesus can and will say, “Stop weeping.” And just as His miracle at Nain caused the widow to stop weeping,
so also on the Day of Resurrection, He will cause every tear to be eternally wiped from our eyes (Rev 7:17).
So while the Christian looks to the sure resurrection of the body on the Last Day, this doesn’t mean we
don’t have any tangible means of comfort now. We have the Lord’s Supper, where heaven comes to earth. In the
Lord’s Supper, we celebrate with the angels, archangels, and all the company of heaven – all the deceased saints:
children, husbands, wives, brothers, and sisters who now rest from their labors. For in the Sacrament of the Altar,
we can glorify God as the crowds of Nain did, saying: “God has visited His people!” For our God visits us in the
person of Jesus here and now, in His true body and blood under the bread and wine. Those aren’t just empty
words. That is the Gospel. True faith believes Jesus really and truly comes here today for you, for me.
Jesus raised that young man from the dead and took on the young man’s uncleanness when He reached
out and touched the bier. In the Sacrament of the Altar, we are reminded that Jesus took our uncleanness, our sins,
when He became a curse for us by hanging on the cross (Gal 3:13). So here at the Lord’s Table, we continue to
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes again (1 Cor 11:26).
If for some reason you find no hope or comfort in these words or perhaps struggle with doubt that God
hasn’t heard or answered your prayers for comfort, or if you find yourself still weeping like the widow at Nain,
be reminded that “him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think” as we heard in the
Epistle reading (Eph 3:20), is always at the ready to strengthen and preserve you in both body and soul unto life
everlasting here at His Table. God visits you every single Sunday, and He doesn’t come empty-handed. He comes
bringing the forgiveness of sins, which faith believes and receives. And where there is the forgiveness of sins,
there is also life and salvation. On this side of glory there is nothing more comforting than that. “To Him be glory
in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen” (Eph 3:21). Christ is risen!
He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! Amen.

