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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. We hear these words of Jesus
again from the Gospel reading, John 8:31, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will
know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” So far the Word of the Lord.
What do we celebrate on this observation of the Reformation? Do we celebrate Martin Luther, a pastor in
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the 16 century, who nailed his famous 95 theses to the Castle Church door in Wittenberg, Germany in 1517? Do
we celebrate the entire reforming of the Christian Church symbolized by that event? Or, do we celebrate being
Lutheran, which is the specific title for Bible-confessing, small “c” catholic, Christians that came out of the
Reformation movement? For the answer to the question, “What do we celebrate today”, look to the colors of the
paraments adorning the chancel and altar. When we see red we are not celebrating anything but the Holy Spirit.
We celebrate the Holy Spirit who called men like Martin Luther by the Gospel, and likewise has called you and
all saints by the Gospel. We celebrate the Holy Spirit who through His Word has given the world the enduring
truth, which sets free those who abide in it. We celebrate the Holy Spirit who through the Word restored the whole
small ‘c’ catholic Church to that abiding truth, which converts all who were born sinfully blind, dead, and God’s
enemies into lifelong disciples. In other words, today is kind of like a celebration of Pentecost, part II.
Now the first reading appointed for today from Revelation is often taken to be a rather pompous assertion
that Martin Luther was the fulfillment of the “angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim
to those who dwell on earth” (Rev 14:6). Some people may have suggested that in the past, but in truth, especially
because we are celebrating the Holy Spirit and His work, any Pastor who proclaims that eternal Gospel from the
pulpit, or any husband who teaches his wife, or any father who teaches his children in his home is such a
messenger sent from God to bring the saving Good News to those under his authority that Jesus is the Mighty
Fortress, our trusty shield and weapon. That in Jesus Christ, salvation unto us has come, by God’s free grace and
favor. That Jesus Christ is the Word made flesh, whose strong Word did cleave the darkness; whose Word
bespeaks us righteous!
On the day we observe the Reformation, it is imperative that we keep our focus on the Word of God alone
which norms all things, which teaches us that we are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, for Christ’s sake
alone. For it is God’s Word that sets us free. We are far too often tempted to think the same way the Jews did in
Jesus’ time. They answered, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone” (v.33). First
of all, that isn’t even true! The Jews were enslaved to the Egyptians for 400 years! Not to mention in Jesus’ day,
they were under Roman rule! It was a prideful assertion that since they were descendants of Abraham, a free man,
they were entitled to such freedom. And they took it for granted.
Oh, how often does that same pride become a stumbling block in the Christian Church! You’ve heard it
said before, “Well, I was raised in this Church. Who are you to teach me anything different from what I already
know?” Or to make a case for something to go someone’s way, they say something like, “My Dad was on the
building committee or served as the President or Elder, etc.” as if that actually held any clout. Or, “I have been a
lifelong Lutheran, and that means I know what it means to be a Christian!” Do you? Do you really? Do you abide
in Christ’s Word? Can you verify your position from Scripture or the Confessions? What makes someone a true
Christian – and therefore a true Lutheran – is abiding in Christ’s Word; that is, remaining in it, hearing, reading,
marking, learning, and inwardly digesting it. That’s what makes true disciples. And that’s what makes one truly
free. There is no entitlement in Christendom. There is no ancestral benefits in Christendom. There is God’s Word
and Sacraments. And where there is God’s Word, there is Jesus, the Word made flesh who dwelt among us (Jn
1:14).
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Abide in the Word, brothers and sisters in Christ. The current in this country is progressively moving
farther and farther away from what our forefathers understood to be certain inalienable rights. The wickedness of
anti-Christian politics such as socialism, which has as its foundation a direct violation of the 7th Commandment,
“You shall not steal”, is rearing its ugly head everywhere. Yes, thanks be to God you have the privilege to do
what you can to keep it at bay by voting, but you alone can’t ultimately stop Satan’s work in the world. Only God
can. So abide in Christ’s Word. For the day may come when the liberties we experience as Christian Americans,
particularly our freedom of religion, could be ripped away. The only thing we as Christians can do to prepare
ourselves for such a reality is to abide in Christ’s Word. And that will set you free. Jesus makes that promise to
you. And God cannot lie. Because in Christ’s Word, as we sang in the Battle Hymn of the Reformation, “A Mighty
Fortress”, even if they take away “our life, goods, fame, child, and wife, though these all be gone, our victory has
been won; the Kingdom ours remaineth.”
Abide in the Word. By faith the Kingdom of heaven is yours now! There is a great line in The Hunger
Games movies where the President says to his second-in-command, “Hope. It is the only thing stronger than fear.”
As Christians, we have certain hope. And hope is much more powerful than fear. We have certain hope in Christ
Jesus. Abide in the Word. Abide in the promise of salvation that Jesus earned for you on the cross. Abide in the
washing of regeneration that took place in your Baptism. Abide in the Holy Absolution pronounced by your
Pastor. Abide in the forgiveness of sins given to you in Christ’s body and blood under the bread and wine in the
Sacrament of the Altar. Hope in Christ is stronger than fear of earthly princes or the loss of worldly liberties. The
year 2020 has been a year of uncertainty. And there is no promise that 2021 is going to be any better. We might
have earthly hope that it will be, but what is earthly hope? We have eternal hope. So fix your eyes on Christ. We
have the promise that life in heaven will be infinitely better than anything here. Romans 12:12, “Rejoice in hope,
be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.”
The Son of God has set you free. That true freedom liberates you from the curse of the Law and the pangs
of eternal death. Live your freedom by walking in repentance and faith. Repent of your sin, and cling to the
forgiveness Jesus earned on the cross for you. We “are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith” (Rom 3:25).
Jesus has purchased you from sin, death, and the devil with His own blood. God has thus declared you righteous.
You receive the benefits of that declaration by faith. As Paul writes in our Epistle, “For we hold that one is
justified by faith apart from works of the law” (Rom 3:28). Brothers and sisters in Christ, abide in the Word.
Abide in the Word, and you will have true freedom, a true freedom no earthly authority can give you. Abide in
the Word, and you will have a true freedom that no one can take away. Abide in the Word, and the Lord “will
keep you steadfast in His grace and truth, protecting and delivering you in times of temptation and defending you
against all enemies” as we prayed in the Collect. Abide in the Word, brothers and sisters, remain in it! The Son
has set you free by His death on the cross and His resurrection on the third day. “If the Son sets you free, you will
be free indeed” (Jn 8:36). What is this freedom? It is liberation from the cares and concerns of this world, knowing
in the assurance of faith that what awaits the saints in heaven is eternal rest from our labors. For as we confessed
in the Introit, “The Lord redeems the life of His servants; none of those who take refuge in Him will be
condemned” (Ps 34:22). In Jesus’ name, Amen.

