1
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (Columbus, OH)
All Saints Day
November 1st, 2020
Gospel – Matthew 5:12 (Rejoice and Be Glad!)
By Pastor Hromowyk
╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬ ╬
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Our text for today is the words
of Jesus from His Sermon on the Mount, “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.” So far the
Word of the Lord.
Most people like to celebrate holidays on the actual holiday. Thanksgiving is in a few weeks – we prefer
to celebrate it on Thanksgiving. It is not every year that we as a Church get to celebrate All Saints Day on a
Sunday that actually falls on All Saints Day. If last week I called the celebration of Reformation “Pentecost Part
II” in the Church Year, today is “Easter Part II.” The paraments are white. We have the risen Christ in Word and
Sacrament. And today reminds us that every time we gather in Jesus’ name, we are gathered as the entire Christian
Church – both the Church militant, those of us living on earth still fighting the battle against sin, death, and the
devil, and the Church triumphant, those resting from their labors with Christ in heaven.
Except for perhaps the youngest of our littlest lambs, most of us have buried a loved one. Today is the
calendar day set aside to remember all of those saints whom by God’s grace “remained faithful until death” (Rev
2:10), which means we are going to see them again. “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven” (Mt
5:12).
The Beatitudes appointed to be heralded as the Gospel reading today are a wonderful way to teach the
distinction between the Church Militant and the Church Triumphant. There are nine total Beatitudes in the text
that begin, “Blessed are...” There is a pattern to them, though, that makes a significant point. The first Beatitude
has the formula, “Blessed are the… for theirs is.” The same formula occurs in the eighth: “Blessed are those…
for theirs is.” Jesus subtly teaches, by use of the verbal tenses, that Christians are blessed even now. And notice
what they are blessed with: v. 3, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” V. 10,
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” It is a
tremendous comfort to know that the kingdom of heaven is yours now – you who acknowledge you are spiritually
poor because of sin and have nothing to offer God. Those who in repentance and faith cling to the forgiveness of
sins offered through Word and Sacrament where the kingdom of heaven comes to us here in time!
It is a tremendous assurance to know that the kingdom of heaven is yours now when you are faithful to
God’s Word, and suffer because of it. Just from talking to many of you, the persecution of Christians is already
heavily underway in this country in the workplace and schools. One of our confirmation students has expressed
a legitimate fear of his classmates finding out he’s a Christian because he will get bullied for it. There are others
of you who are being forced to sit through social justice campaigns at your jobs, feeling a pressure to remain
silent; afraid to speak out against anything that is biblically immoral; scared to speak up for the truth of God’s
Word in fear of the consequences.
Take comfort in Jesus’ words, “Blessed are you”, brothers and sisters. You are on the front lines of the
Church Militant. And the war you are waging is not against flesh and blood. Ephesians 6:12, “For we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” Fight the fight, brothers and sisters.
Confess your sins; and run to the cross of Jesus to receive forgiveness. For through the means of grace, God
strengthens you in body and soul, enabling you to make the good confession of Faith. And remember the 9th and
final Beatitude. The first eight, which we will revisit in a minute, are spoken generally: “Blessed are the… for
theirs is.” But in the last Beatitude, Jesus says, “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Mt 5:11-12). This is a hard thing to take comfort in,
because we want our comfort now. We want to not be persecuted now. We want to not be insulted now. When
you suffer, you’re in good company. So did the prophets before you. You will suffer for Jesus’ name here in this
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life. Your reward will be great in heaven. Only faith can believe this promise. Only faith can confess the comfort
it contains. You are the Church Militant, brothers and sisters. No one ever fighting a war in the history of
humankind ever returned from the front lines of fierce battle saying, “Well, that was nice. What a cozy battle field
that was!” You are fighting a spiritual battle every single day. And if you think you are not, than Satan is slaying
you unawares!
Behold, Jesus “is your rock, your fortress and your might; Thou, Lord, your captain in the well-fought
fight” (LSB Hymn #677, v. 2). You are the Church militant, but the war has been won in Christ. Sometimes it
might feel like you are losing. Maybe you are fighting an addiction that over and over again triumphs over you.
Or you feel like you are stuck in a rut that you just can’t seem to get out of, or a spiritual funk where you can’t
seem to find any joy in Christ’s Word or Sacraments. As we sang in the Processional Hymn, v. 5 “And when the
fight is fierce, the warfare long, steals on the ear the distant triumph song, And hearts are brave again, and arms
are strong. Alleluia! Alleluia!” That distant triumph song is the cry that Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed!
Alleluia! Yes, you are fighting what sometimes might feel like an endless, uphill battle, but the “golden evening
brightens in the west; soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest. Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. Alleluia!”
Keep fighting, brothers and sisters. As we sing in another hymn, “Be still, my soul, the Lord is on your side!”
In the Gospel reading, Beatitudes 2-7 have a different formula than the other three. Instead of the “Blessed
are the… for theirs is”, we have: “Blessed are the… for they shall.” For the Church Militant, while the kingdom
of heaven is yours now through the Means of Grace, received through faith, this is the promise that in Christ there
is coming a yet more glorious day, when all the saints will be eternally “comforted… satisfied… receive mercy…
see God… called sons of God… and inherit the earth.” This is what the saints before us have in Christ now! This
yet more glorious day will be when the Church Militant will rest from all its labors and join the Church
Triumphant for all eternity with Christ. V. 4 of the Processional hymn teaches this unity of the Church: “O blest
Communion, fellowship divine, we feebly struggle, they in glory shine. Yet all are one in Thee for all are Thine,
Alleluia!” The Church is never one without the other until Christ comes again. The Church is never only the
Church Militant, which means the Church never shrinks. The Church is always growing. Even though Zion
Evangelical Lutheran Church lost 5 of its sheep this past year as we commemorated at the beginning of the
Service, the “capital-C” Church didn’t lose a single one of them. God merely transferred Mike, Pat, Bob, Kay,
and Kim to the Church Triumphant.
And on the Last Day we will see them again raised in their bodies which now rest in the grave. And
wherever it is that your body is laid to rest will also be raised, glorified and imperishable. I sure hope 2020 has
taught us what it means to pray, “Come quickly, Lord Jesus.” Perhaps He will come again before we die, but
whether He comes before we go to the grave or after, His return is certain. “Lo, He comes with clouds descending,
once for every sinner slain.” As we celebrate this Festival of All Saints, we celebrate Jesus who by His death,
resurrection, and ascension to the right hand of God the Father Almighty made this whole Festival a truthful
reality for the entire Christian Church, past, present, and future. Your reward is great in heaven, brothers and
sisters. And here at Church heaven comes to you. Come and receive the foretaste of that reward, where Jesus
comes to you in His body and blood under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins. For here at the Altar
we celebrate the united Church, Church Militant and Triumphant, with the angels, archangels, and all the company
of heaven, giving God our laud and praise singing, “Holy, Holy, Holy!” Rejoice and be glad, your sins are
forgiven! In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.

