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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. We hear these words again from
the Gospel reading Matthew 3:16, “And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water,
and behold, the heavens were open to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming
to rest on him.” So far the word of the Lord.
If you know anything about country music there is a common phrase used among Christian songwriters
to refer to someone who just never seems to do what they're supposed to do but instead always makes the wrong
moral decision. That common phrase is that such a person was, “baptized in dirty water.” It's catchy, but it's
actually blasphemous. I's what humanity does best: we blame other people or things for our blemishes. It's saying,
“If I get baptized into the church and then I live a life completely contrary to what God's word teaches it must
have been the baptism’s fault.” Since we can't blame God's word, it must have been the water.
Instead, the Christian confesses that there is nothing ever impure about our baptism. People can abuse it.
People can baptize their children, and then never bring them to church, or teach them about Jesus. But baptism in
and of itself is always pure and holy, for God's word is always holy. When it is combined with the water it is a
sacrament – a holy thing. To baptize, as the word means in its literal sense, is to apply water. Baptism in its
theological sense washes away sins. Baptism does not become invalid if you or I abuse it. But if we don't by faith
believe the benefits of the baptism it does us no good. It is faith alone that receives the forgiveness of sins. It's
just like in the Lord’s Supper we eat the body and blood of Jesus under the bread and wine whether we believe
He is truly present or not. But we do not receive forgiveness apart from faith. Let me say it another way. You can
consume the Lord supper every day of your life, but your act of eating and drinking it does not give you the
forgiveness of sins. Faith alone is that which receives the promise attached by believing the promises to be true
for you. That's how you receive them. It's the same in baptism. To believe otherwise is to be just like the Roman
Catholics. It is they who strip faith away from the Sacrament. They are the ones who say one receives the benefits
of the baptism just from the mere act of baptizing.
Now when parents don't bring their children to the waters of Baptism, or to church regularly after a
Baptism, that doesn't nullify the Baptism or God's promise attached to it. It does fail to teach the child how to
receive the blessings of their Baptism. Not bringing the baptized to church or not getting the child baptized at all
is actually a symptom of the much greater spiritual problem. The much greater problem is the clear evidence of
despising preaching and God's word. Such a sin against the third commandment left unattended, that is, left in
impenitence, is a slippery slope to apostasy. Apostasy is a complete falling away from faith. So, we pray that God
would lead us all to repentance that the evil one would not strip us of our faith. And where there is repentance,
we need to hear an exhortation to once again believe God's promise; that he gives his consoling word of
forgiveness to us.
Our Baptisms and all Christian Baptisms that are done according to God's word, invoking the name of the
Triune God and applying water according to Matthew 28:19, are a pure act by which God Himself washes and
regenerates a person, Titus 3:5, drowning out the Old Man and bringing the person into new life in Christ. God
declares us his children. But our baptisms would not mean anything and have no value if it were not for Jesus’
Baptism. That's first and foremost what we are celebrating today. Jesus’ Baptism is not the same as ours in a
couple ways. For one, Jesus did not need to be baptized for the forgiveness of sins. Jesus was holy. He was without
sin. We confess that Jesus was baptized for our sins.
While our Baptisms are a pure act of God with pure water since the Word is attached to it, we could say
in one sense that Jesus was baptized in dirty water. He took on the filth of our sins when he was baptized. Our
Baptisms washed away our sins; Jesus’ baptism took on our sins. Jesus said to John right before John consented
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to baptizing Him in the Jordan river, “Let it be so for now for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness”
(Mt 3:15). Then right after Jesus gets baptized, He goes out into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil for
forty days. Whereas in our Baptisms, God takes us out of the wilderness, as it were, and brings us into His
household. That's the marvelous, directionally opposite nature of Jesus’ Baptism and ours. Jesus is cast out; we
are brought in.
To be sure, even though our Baptism delivers us from the wilderness of sin, it doesn’t mean we are safe
from the enemy. No, as St. Peter writes in his first epistle: “Our adversary the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of
suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world” (1 Pet 5:8-9).
The devil is real and still persists to strip faith as it is sown into our ears and hearts through the Word. It's
why I tell parents in pre-Baptism meetings that Baptism, while a glorious gift of God, puts a target on the backs
of the baptized. The devil cannot create evil; he can only seek to destroy what is good. The devil hates when
children are baptized. He hates that God wins. He wants to tear away faith so the blessings of the baptism are not
received. So, when a child is baptized, he tempts the parents not to bring the kid to church so that he or she won't
grow in their faith. In time, the fire of faith is snuffed out. He tempts the parents to believe, “Well, you got the
kid baptized, that’s all you need to do, now enjoy the Sunday off.” Sundays turn into “sun” years. Or he tempts
the parents to believe, “Your kids aren’t going to get anything out of church, and they can’t sit in the pews for an
hour anyways, and since you’re going to be spending the whole time trying to discipline them, you won’t get
anything out of it either. So stay home. No harm, no foul.”
For the one who doesn’t have children in the pews, the devil comes at you from this angle: he tries to get
you to despise those children and their parents. “Oh, can’t you just get your kids to behave? Take them to the cry
room. They’re making too much noise. They are disrupting my worship.”
Here’s how he comes at pastors: “There’s nothing you can do sitting up front. So, scorn your wife for not
doing more in the pews. Your kids need to be perfect in church or everyone is going to think you’re a bad parent.”
Oh, the devil is brilliant. Let us say in united voice, “Go to hell, Satan, where you belong! Stop accusing us. Leave
us alone, we are baptized children of Christ!”
Let me read that verse from 1 Peter 5:8-9 again. We all tend to focus on the first part, but listen to the
second half especially: “our adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by
your brotherhood throughout the world.” When we are experiencing temptation, the devil wants us to feel
isolated. He wants all the parents to feel like they are the only ones with misbehaving kids in the pews. He wants
all the kids to feel like everyone in the church judges only them with scorn when they misbehave. He wants all
the pastors and vicars to think that everyone is going to despise only their families if they don’t meet their
standards or expectations. But Peter in the wisdom granted him by inspiration of the Holy Spirit teaches us that
your suffering, our suffering, is the same suffering as the rest of the brotherhood of faith throughout the world.
You’re not the only one. You’re not isolated. Peter’s comparison of the devil to a roaring lion is not just
intended to compare their strengths or the fear that comes with their roar. Lions, like all predators, hunt the same
way. They stalk. They look for weakness. And when they attack they seek to isolate the prey from the rest of the
flock.
What has bee Satan’s greatest weapon these past two years? “Don’t go to church. You might get sick and
die.” Or, oh, and this one is even worse: “Don’t go to church, because you might get someone else sick, and they
might die.” The devil knows God’s Word, too. He knows how to turn “love your neighbor as yourself” against
what God says everywhere else in Scripture. Do not get me wrong here. We must love our neighbor as ourselves,
but not at the expense of the other commandments, and vice versa.
Don’t let yourself be isolated from the flock. You’re playing into the hand of the roaring lion. And to
convince yourself otherwise is accepting defeat. The devils wins then. Instead keep returning to He who said to
His only-begotten, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Mt 3:17). For when the Father
speaks these words to the Son, it is not only a command for us to listen to the entire counsel of the Word made
flesh, but also a promise that since Christ was baptized for our sin, we are made His children. We are brought into
God’s family. So trust that promise. Rejoice that you are not alone especially when you are suffering and feeling
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the pangs of isolation. It is a lie of the devil. Christ never stops caring. Your church never stops caring. Your
pastor never stops caring. If you are tempted to believe otherwise, resist it, firm in your faith. And tell the devil
to go where he belongs. If you give in to the temptation by isolating yourself thinking no one cares, repent, and
come back to the flock. Here, God makes His sheep to lie down in green pastures. Here, He leads them besides
still waters. Here, He restores our soul (Ps 23:2-3). For here God continues to pout out His grace in the forgiveness
of sins through the Word and the Sacrament. As Paul writes in our Epistle, “He is the source of your life in
Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption” (1
Cor 1:3). He is the source of your earthly life and eternal life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

