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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. We hear these words of the
disciples again from Matthew 8:25, “And they went and woke him, saying, ‘Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” So
far the Word of the Lord.
The Epiphany theme of God revealing who He is in the person of Jesus continues this week with Jesus
manifesting the power of His divine nature by calming the stormy seas. Jesus is the King of Creation. As the
disciples said, “even winds and sea obey Him” (Mt 8:27).
And yet at the heart of this miracle is not merely a demonstration of God’s strength, but instead a
manifestation of His mercy towards the disciples who were weak in faith.
At this point in the Gospel of Matthew, here in Chapter 8, only four disciples have been named. It’s not
until Chapter 9 that Mathew is called, and not until Chapter 10 that all twelve disciples are listed. So we know
that there were not all thirteen men on the boat. And we also know that there were at least four disciples, and all
four of those were fishermen. No one could convince me that these men had never seen tempestuous seas before.
These men for all intents and purposes lived on the water. What were they so afraid of?
The Greek words translated as “great storm” in your Bibles will sound very familiar to you, because we
have both words as cognates in English: “seismos megas”. Megas, of course, meaning “mega” or great” and
“seismos” like what a seismograph measures, means a shaking or an earthquake. Now even if such a storm arose
that they had never seen one quite like it before, perhaps caused by an earthquake or other cataclysmic event,
Jesus was still able to sleep through it. Remember it wasn’t the wind or the waves that woke Him up. His disciples
did. The point is, this was not some world ending, apocalyptic event. But the severity of the storm is not the point.
It was a great storm. It was a great disturbance of the sea. So more troubling, then, from the perspective of the
disciples’ fears was that Jesus was with them. Did they not trust the man whom they left everything to follow?
Did they not trust the man who clearly demonstrated that He was also true God, whom they all had already
witnessed “healing every disease and affliction among the people” including “those oppressed by demons,
epileptics, and paralytics” in Ch. 4 (v.23), and cleansed lepers and healed the centurion’s servant earlier here in
Chapter 8 as we heard the Vicar preach about last week. Again, what were they so afraid of?
We get to the heart of the matter when the disciples woke Jesus up and said, “Save us, Lord; we are
perishing.” Now, that translation is in good, proper English. But just listen to how these words read in Greek. The
disciples say only three Greek words, which takes four English words to translate, but listen to the urgency of
their plea: “Lord, save, we’re perishing!” They are so afraid that they cannot even utter a complete sentence.
Perhaps to use a more colloquial example to make the point clear, it’s like when you hear someone under great
duress yell in a movie, “We’re all gonna die!”
They saw Jesus heal and save others. But when it was time for their faith to be tested, they cowered in
fear. There’s a great temptation to read stories like this and be hyper-critical, even judgmental of the disciples.
But were they not just like us? If we compare their predicament to the great storms that arise in our life and even
if we don’t say it, we think things like, “Well, they had Jesus with them. If only I had Jesus with me in the same
way they did, I wouldn’t be worried about… (whatever it is we worry about!)”
But, we keep worrying. “If only we had Jesus here to tell us how to navigate a worldwide pandemic, the
Church would… the Government would… the world would…”
At least the disciples went to the right place. They went straight to Jesus. “Lord, save, we’re perishing!”
What did we do during the spring of 2020? We locked ourselves in our homes. We listened to every person of
authority except the One who gave them their authority. You know what we did. We don’t need to rehash it, but
we do need to repent of it.
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And the way to repent is to have the same urgency as the disciples. “Lord, save us, we are re perishing.”
For, because of our sins, our thoughts, words, and deeds that are opposed in every way to God’s will as revealed
in His Word, we are all dying men.
I recently had the opportunity to administer the Rite of the Commendation of the Dying to a member’s
mother. I made sure to do a little catechizing beforehand, and made the point to teach that what I am doing is not
pronouncing a death sentence, as people often think “Last Rites” implies. Instead we confess that we are all dying
men. We are all just at different stages. I administer the Rite as one dying man to another. As we will sing in one
of the Communion hymns today, “unknown waves before me roll; hiding rock and treacherous shoal.” Life’s
tempestuous seas give us uncertainty at best. We are but a shipwreck moment away from our earthly sojourn
coming to an immediate end. We can and we should confess as the disciples did, “Save us, Lord; we are
perishing.” The difference then is the disciples pleaded out of fear of losing their earthly lives. The Christian,
however, confesses in certainty that our passage from this life into the next because of Jesus is nothing to fear.
I copied and pasted a paragraph from my 2020 Christmas Eve sermon that I think is appropriate to hear
again today. “A seven year old (at that time) in our congregation shortly after the Pandemic hit the News 24/7
back in March (2020) asked her mom why people were so afraid of the virus. Her mom explained to her, quote:
“It’s something new that we don’t understand and people are afraid of getting sick and dying.” The young girl
said without skipping a beat that it reminded her of the story in the Bible where Jesus was in the boat with the
disciples during a storm and they were all freaking out, thinking that they were going to die. So they woke Jesus
up and said in that young girl’s words, quote: “Don’t you know we’re about to die?” And Jesus said, “Why are
you afraid and have such little faith?” The seven-year old continued, “So what, the waves are crashing around
you – the Savior is there with you in the storm! Do you really think he’s going to let you drown?”
That’s the child-like faith that Jesus commends in Scripture. It shames we who are tempted to think and
believe, “If only Jesus was here with us, we wouldn’t be afraid.” The example of the disciples teaches us
otherwise. Our life experience especially in the last two years, teaches us otherwise. It demonstrates our own
weakness of faith. We have Jesus’ promise, “Lo, I will be with you always even to the end of the world” (Mt
28:20). We have Jesus’ promise that wherever two or more are gathered in His name, there is He is among them
(Mt 18:20). We have Jesus’ promise that He comes to us in His body and blood under the bread and wine for the
forgiveness of sins (Mt 26:26-28). He is here. What are we so afraid of? Save us, Lord, we are perishing from
our lack of trust in You.
Paul writes in our Epistle today, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us” (Rom 8:18). In today’s world, someone would probably
accuse Paul of being too insensitive here. “How dare he say our sufferings are not worth comparing to the glory
that is to come. Our sufferings are painful!” But Paul means what he says. Two of our men lost a parent this past
week. We only get one mom in this life as the one said. We only get one dad. And yet, Paul is not being insensitive.
He’s not degrading or downplaying your suffering. He’s directing us all to trust He who “rebuked the winds
and the sea, and there became a great calm” (Mt 8:26). If Christ can quell the calamities of creation, He can
and will certainly calm the storms of your life, too. Such suffering is not even worth comparing to how great the
glory of heaven is that our loved ones in the faith are receiving now! By faith you will join theirs ranks when
Christ calls you home.
In the meantime, that’s the reason we conclude every sermon with the words of Philippians 4:7, “Now
the peace of God which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, Amen.”
It’s a prayer and a blessing that it is Christ alone who can protect you, deliver you, and keep you faithful, enabling
you to abide in Him until life everlasting. He has answered our prayers to save us since we are perishing. He has
died on the cross for our sins. He has risen from the dead. And now He gives us new life in Him. Thank God for
Jesus. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

