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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. We hear these words from the
Introit again, Psalm 84:10, “For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be
a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.” So far the Word of the Lord.
Psalm 84 could be called the “Psalm of the Shut-in.” The entire Psalm is prayed from the heart of those
who have been separated from God’s sanctuary. Like any faithful shut-in, they long to be in Church with the rest
of the saints, but age or ailment prevent them. Psalm 84 speaks to the hearts of all those who long to be in Church,
but for whatever reason physically can’t be there, including those deployed for military service.
In the immediate context, the Psalmist has his mind on the courts of the temple. But the temple has its
fulfillment in heaven. True faith confesses that even the smallest, humblest place in salvation is much better than
a lavish life ending in eternal condemnation.
In the meantime, while we wait for heaven, the Christian confesses that a day in church is better than a
thousand anywhere else. For here in Church heaven comes to us. God is present. This is not just some abstract
truth, but real and concrete. Where God’s Word is, He is also. Where God’s Sacraments are rightly administered,
He is there for you.
Psalm 84:10, though does convict us with the Law. I think most Christians in weakness of faith have a
hard time truly believing that one day here in Church is better than a thousand in their favorite place to vacation,
for example. Just think about how fast many of us try to escape out of here on a Sunday morning. I remember
when I first came here, the ushers were accustomed to shutting the lights off after the 10:30 service while half the
congregation was still in the greeting line. And that was before the days the greeting line felt like, as one of you
recently put it, “waiting 40 years in the wilderness”! (As a quick side note to that, thanks, again, for your patience
after church. Remember the greeting line is my one chance each week to see and talk with all the people that I
love and care about. If you don’t already, use the longer wait in the pews or in the line as a chance for you to visit
with your brothers and sisters in Christ. You may not realize how encouraging your short conversation can be for
someone else.)
Back to the Introit. When you and I pray Psalm 84, we both acknowledge our idols that lure and deceive
us from whole-heartedly desiring to be here, and we also petition that our dear Father would grant us the faith to
truly believe that a day – even an hour here receiving His gifts is better than a thousand days anywhere else. We
pray that God put it on our heart to serve him even in the most humbling way like being doorkeeper – a greeter
or an usher to use examples in today’s parlance. We pray that God put it on our heart to be here gladly hearing
and learning God’s Word rather than hanging out at the coffee shop between services or wherever it is we go off
to instead of Bible Study downstairs. As Peter says in our Gospel reading today, “It is good, Lord, to be here”
(Mt 17:4). True faith believes this. We as Christians must confess it.
Receiving what God offers, and serving in the Lord’s house is, as the Psalmist says, better than anything
else going on at the same time. Speaking of humble ways to serve the Lord at Church, we need more people to
serve on the Altar Guild. In fact, we always need more people to serve on it. What makes it so humble is that
there is no pomp or flair, or special attention given to those who do it. If your names weren’t printed in the bulletin,
no one would know who set the Lord’s table each week. What better way to serve the Lord than to do so in a way
that gives Him the glory without any attention be given to yourself? It’s just like those of you who make the effort
to welcome visitors by staying after church to talk with them. You are the front lines of evangelism whether you
realize it or not. You’re doing a great work, and setting an example for us all. Thank you. With that said, I also
want those that serve on the Altar Guild to know how much I personally do appreciate you, and am grateful for
your humility in serving this way. God be praised.
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It’s the little ways we serve our Lord and our neighbor, which to most go unnoticed that make the most
difference. Your greeting to a new face may be the reason they come back again. Your setting of the Lord’s Table
ensures we all get to receive the body and blood of Jesus each week.
A day in Your courts, O Lord, is better than a thousand elsewhere. Being in church grooms us for eternity.
It readies us to receive our Savior in our final hour. When Peter offered to build three tents, “one for [Jesus], one
for Moses, and one for Elijah” (Mt 3:4) at Jesus’ Transfiguration, it was because he understood how awesome
that moment was. He was responding in faith. Now, to be sure, his faith was misguided. Peter didn’t realize that
Jesus needed yet to die, which is what those three men were discussing on that mountain. Luke tells us this in his
account of the Transfiguration (Lk 9:30).
Peter’s offer, though, was proportional to what was happening. Moses and Elijah and Jesus were talking.
Who wouldn’t want this to keep on going? It’s just like when you get together with good friends and you don’t
want the night to end. How many times have you thought or said something like, “Oh, I just wish we could stay
all night” or “If we just had a bigger house, you all could just stay over!” Human experience teaches us that Peter’s
desire to have those Old Testament icons and Jesus hang around a while is exactly what we do in moments we
don’t want to end.
Yet it wasn’t quite the right time. Jesus still needed to die. He still needed to accomplish what His Father
had sent Him to do in Jerusalem on that old rugged cross. For us today, Jesus has already died – more – He has
risen. And yet it isn’t quite time for us to celebrate in fullness either. We are still waiting for Christ to return. We
are still waiting for Christ to raise the dead; our loved ones that we miss so much.
Unlike Peter who offered to build three tents, when Christ returns He will be the one to raise the tents of
all the dead bodies in the grave to new life, and unite them with their souls. Though split apart in death, body and
soul will be gloriously united in eternal life. In that hour we will understand in full why the Psalmist could say
that one day in the courts of the Lord’s house are better than a thousand anywhere else. More than simply
understanding in full, we will believe it in full.
Until then, we continue to come to the Lord’s House where He leads us to repentance and increases our
faith to trust not only the words of Psalm 84, but all of God’s Word. In spite of being an eye witness of the
Transfiguration and hearing the “voice borne from heaven” (2 Pet 1:18) saying, “This is my beloved Son…
listen to Him” (Mt 17:5), Peter writes in our Epistle how it is that you and I can listen to Christ. He writes, “And
we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” (2 Pet 1:19).
The day is dawning, brothers and sisters, when Christ will return for the final time. You have something
more sure than being an eye witness to anything Christ did in His earthly life. You have God’s Word. You have
the Scripture. It is the source of your life and salvation. Listen to Him by listening to it. Trust it, and know that as
Christ was transfigured before His disciples and later raised from the dead, the same transformation will happen
to you on the Last Day. “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we
shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put
on immortality” (1 Cor 15:51-53).
Jesus’ Transfiguration foreshadows ours. It is good, Lord, to be here today, Wednesday, next week, etc.,
until You come again. Our time together here is better than a thousand days anywhere else. Lord, grant us the
faith to believe that. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

