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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. We hear these words again from
the Gospel reading, Luke 8:15, “As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in
an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.” So far the Word of the Lord.
There is rarely if ever just one simple cookie-cutter application of Jesus’ parables. They are usually like
the facets of a diamond with a whole bunch of different applications. Today’s Gospel reading is no different.
Even with Jesus giving us the interpretation, there are still many different ways that inform us how to think about
and live out our Christian life from this one parable. This is the beauty of God’s Word. It is so basic that even the
simple-minded can understand; yet it is also so rich that even the most intelligent can continue to contemplate all
it has to teach their whole life long.
The Parable of the Sower is about the power of God’s Word. As we learned in the Old Testament reading,
God’s Word, “shall not return to (God) empty, but it shall accomplish that which (He) purposes, and shall succeed
in the thing for which (He) sent it” (Is 55:11). The purpose of God’s Word is to save. Even in instances where the
Law is preached, which shows us our sins, its purpose is to lead us to repentance. For where there is true
repentance there is also faith which trusts in the forgiveness of sins. The Law’s purpose is to drive us to the
Gospel. The Holy Spirit works through the Word enabling us both to repent and believe God’s saving Word.
Today’s parable has been on my mind since last April when I heard chatter accusing us of being reckless
for still offering worship services of ten or less. It inspired me to memorize our Office Hymn today, which helped
me get through those discouraging times. Particularly v. 3: “The sower sows; his reckless love scatters abroad the
goodly seed, intent alone that all may have the wholesome loaves that all men need” (LSB #586).
Jesus teaches us today that His Word must go out for the sole reason that it is through His Word that
people are saved. It is through God’s Word that the “wholesome loaves”, that is, Jesus, the Bread of Life, is given.
The Word most clearly and publicly goes out in the Divine Service where the Body of Christ assembles together
to receive it. If we were reckless we were only doing what Jesus teaches us in the parable today.
A temptation for the sower, however, is to be too cautious. There is a fine balance between being prepared
and over-preparing. For example, I could spend my entire week preparing for and writing a sermon, but then I’d
fail at the other aspects of my vocation. Notice how the sower sows in the parable. He just scatters the Word.
Thus, in the case of a sermon, the preacher prepares by making sure he rightly understands the Word so that he
can articulate it faithfully through preaching and teaching. But when he begins to concern himself with how it
might be received or rejected, he has gone beyond his vocation. This applies to you, too. We are all sowers in our
different vocations. It is not up to us to make or cause the seed that is God’s Word to grow. That is the Holy
Spirit’s Office. Within the responsibility and parameter of our vocations, however, the point is, we ought to sow
it. And as the parable teaches, we have no control how the Word takes it effect.
Sometimes it will fall on rocky soil. Sometimes the Devil will pluck it up as quickly as it is planted. Notice
this happens to those in the presence of the spoken Word. In other words, this happens to Christians! This happens
to all of us! I have seen it firsthand when the Devil quickly plucks the Word of God from someone before I even
seem to finish a sentence, dismissing what the Word clearly says! And the reverse is also true. There have been
times I have excused God’s Word applied to me so quickly that I lash out in angry self-defense. The flesh doesn’t
like being accused or exhorted to believe God’s Word!
Other times the Word will cause fervent growth at first, but because there is no root such as plants sown
on rock, they will believe “for a while, and in time of testing fall away” (v. 13). These are those who trust the joy
they have in their faith, rather than trusting in the source of Faith – Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh – who
causes the joy. I know I’m not that old, but never in my lifetime have I seen such a test of faith as this past year.
The world has been tempting us to believe that gathering together as the body of Christ is dangerous and not
advantageous to anyone. The temptation is so enticing that the Devil even wants us to believe that we will most

certainly hurt our neighbor if we do. Thus, the Devil turns God’s Word around against you. Do not be surprised.
Satan did the same thing to Eve in the Garden of Eden. Eve confessed, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you
touch it, lest you die’. But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not surely die. For God knows that when you
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (Gen 3:3-5).
Satan did the same thing to Jesus. In Matthew Ch. 4 we read, “Then the devil took him to the holy city
and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for
it is written, "'He will command his angels concerning you,' and "'On their hands they will bear you up, lest you
strike your foot against a stone’" (v. 5-6).
If Satan sought to tempt even the Son of God with Scripture, how much more so can and will he do the
same to you! Thanks be to God our Great High Priest, Jesus, knew Scripture better than Satan does. “Jesus said
to him, "Again it is written, 'You shall not put the Lord your God to the test’” (v. 7).
Let us not put the Lord to the test, using one verse of Scripture at the expense of another. God commands
us to care for the welfare of our neighbor. God also commands that we be in Church. So we must keep all God’s
commandments; never one without another. This past year has been the clearest “time of testing” in many of our
lives. Yet what Satan seeks to use for our bad, God uses for our good.
God uses for good the seed snatched and scorched, and even that which is choked out. The cares and riches
and pleasures of life get in the way when this happens. When the seed falls among the thorns, this is like those
thinking, “I don’t need to go to Church. I have – insert whatever number of blessings you can think of.”
Then there’s the seed that falls on good soil. It yields a hundredfold! What a seed! Sweet corn if you’re
lucky bears one good, healthy ear. The seed that is God’s Word yields a hundredfold! Imagine a corn stalk like
that. That’s how stories like Jack and Beanstalk get started! But that is the power of God’s Word! It bears fruits
beyond expectations. “He who has ears to hear, let him keep on hearing” Jesus says. In other words, good soil is
sitting right where you are, listening to and trusting God’s Word that you hear. Keep on coming to hear it.
Last week, if you were at the 10:30 service, you couldn’t have missed what transpired when an ornery
little fella didn’t want to come up for Communion with his mother. “I DON’T WANT TO” he screamed at the
top of his lungs from the back of the Church, all the way up, and on through nearly the entire Distribution. I
almost lost it; not anger, but in tears. For while that little boy who happens to be my son did not know what he
was saying in the moment of a temper tantrum, I couldn’t help but think how the sinful human flesh manifests its
unwillingness even unto adulthood. No, one might not be kicking and screaming while being carried to the altar
rails, but 15-20% of our average weekly worship attendance has been missing since last March.
In the Office Hymn today we sang, “Though some be snatched and some be scorched and some be choked
and matted flat, the sower sows; his heart cries out, “Oh, what of that, and what of that?” You see, it crushes the
sower’s heart when he sees that the Word of God is snatched, scorched, choked, and matted flat. It’s as if the seed
went out and the soil upon which it landed screamed, “I DON’T WANT IT!”
It is incredibly discouraging for not only sower, but the saints who miss their dear brothers and sisters in
Christ – “Oh, what of that, and what of that” the hymn so beautifully expresses. But the divine Sower keeps on
sowing through his under-sowers. The march goes on. What is sometimes discouraging is often surpassed by
something profoundly encouraging, when, as the next verse of the hymn sings, “Of all his scattered plenteousness
One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, and bears a harvest hundredfold: “Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!”
Incredible! Those who are born woefully spiritually blind, dead, and God’s enemy are not only converted
to new life in Christ Jesus through the power of the Word, but also bear fruit in doing the works God has given
them to do! A hundredfold measure of unexpected production! What marvelous grace! Jesus says, “As for that in
the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with
patience.”
For the one who wants to remain in the good soil, keep coming to hear God’s Word, and hold it fast! Cling
to it! Trust it. And you will bear fruit with patience. What does “Bear fruit with patience” mean? When you hear
the Word of God and cling to it, don’t be disappointed if it doesn’t change you at the snap of a finger. Just as an
apple tree takes the entire growing season to produce such edible delights, so also sometimes God’s Word
sometimes takes longer to work in our hearts than we have patience for. For example, someone struggling with

an addiction, you name the sort. We could be tempted to think, “As soon as I go to Confession, I will instantly
overcome my addiction the moment the Pastor pronounces Absolution because God’s Word has power.”
I will confess to you, I once thought this way about my own demons that lure and entice me day to day.
But that is not the promise of the power of God’s Word. Besides in stories like Jack and the Beanstalk, is there
ever a time when a seed is sown and the next day it is full of ripe fruit? Of course not. Be patient, brothers and
sisters. Don’t think that because you are not bearing perfectly ripe fruit as it were, overcoming your pet sins and
personal demons perfectly that you are not in good soil. Good soil walks in repentance. “Lord, I believe. Help my
unbelief.” Good soil hears God’s Word, and holds it fast in an honest and good heart. Continue to do what God
tells you to do. Repent and hold fast to the Good News that you are forgiven of all your sins. And press the repeat
button. Repent and hold fast. Repent and hold fast. God’s Word will continue to work its power in you. You will
bear fruit in time – in God’s time. Be patient. God is faithful. He will surely do it as He surely fulfills all His
promises. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

