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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. We hear these words again from
the Gospel reading, Matthew 15:28, “Then Jesus answered her, ‘O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you
as you desire.’” So far the Word of the Lord.
Have you ever noticed that particularly the Psalmist and generally the Old Testament has a common refrain
encouraging the Lord to remember His mercy? From our perspective it seems odd. God doesn’t need to be
reminded of anything – He’s omniscient; He knows all things! In our Introit today, we confessed in the antiphon,
“Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, for they have been of old” (Ps 25:6). Such statements
are more a confession of faith than a command of the Father. Imploring God to remember His mercy and steadfast
love is a call for the Christian to believe that in fact God does have mercy and steadfast love. Thus, in the Kyrie,
for example, we sing, “Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy.” When we sing to the Lord to
have mercy, faith trusts that on account of Christ, God is merciful!
The Latin name of today’s service is Reminiscere, which means the imperative, “Remember!” Faith
believes God remembers His promises. The Canaanite woman in our Gospel reading today certainly believed
this. Otherwise she wouldn’t have been so persistent in coming to Jesus for help. The first time she called upon
the Lord to, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David” He did not answer her a word (v. 22-23). There are few
things more discouraging than being ignored. A single person goes on a date with someone, had a great time, and
hoped to see that person again, then gets “ghosted” never to hear from them again. It’s disheartening! Our Elders
or other caring members of the Church who make phone calls or send emails to fellow members and never get a
single response – it’s demoralizing! We can relate to this woman in the text. Jesus seems to ignore her! Perhaps
you might feel like Christ has not answered something you’ve brought to Him in prayer.
This Canaanite woman was not deterred. Neither should you. Be tireless in your prayers! The woman in
our text was there on behalf of her daughter, who was severely oppressed by a demon (v. 22). What parent would
not go to extreme measures to protect their child? What parent, upon learning that their child needed medical
attention or care 8 hours a day, 5 days a week would not sacrifice everything to do what they could to provide
such care and attention? Think of the Kalin family from Nebraska who was with us at Zion for almost a year.
They sold their house and moved to Columbus. They lived in the Ronald McDonald house so that they could be
with their twin sons, one of whom was in the NICU of Children’s Hospital all that time. Think of the sacrifices
that family had to make to provide for the physical care of that child. This love is wired in parents’ brains!
Parents sacrifice to provide earthly needs for their kids, and yet God requiring them to bring their kids to
Church and Sunday School for two hours a week, and to teach them the Word of God at home through hymns
and the Catechism is viewed as too extreme, often met with the scoff of, “Who has time for that?” What does that
confess? It confesses one has no fear or love of God. Again, if a parent were told that they had to do X-Y-Z to
give their infirmed child longevity of life, it would be reckoned child abuse if the parent didn’t adhere!
God teaches in the 3rd Commandment, “Bring your child to Church” and under the 4th Commandment He
teaches, “Teach them My Word at home that your child will have eternal life!” Jesus explicitly says, “Let the
children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God” (Mk 10:14)! And yet our
sinful flesh is too bothered by the busy-ness of life to plan accordingly to bring our children to Jesus by giving
them God’s Word. Such neglect is spiritual child abuse! And that’s not an exaggeration! Oh, that we had the
urgency of the Canaanite woman to come to Jesus on behalf of our children! Though our offspring may not be
possessed by a demon we are all under the same constant attack by the demonic forces of the spirit of this age!
Faith cries out, “Have mercy on us, O Lord, Son of David!”
Thanks be to God that He doesn’t require our sacrifices or works for salvation. In Psalm 51, David cries
out to God, “You will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it… The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise” (vv. 16-17). God demands repentance and faith.
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Repentance for our shameful excuses and attempts to justify our sins, and faith which trusts His Word of solace
that forgiveness of sins comes through Christ alone! No parents of any age or time can ever say they faithfully
abided by the exhortation in Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will
not depart from it.” So when the parent of adult children sees their children wandering from the faith, the first
thing that should do is drive them to repentance. For when in the humility of penitence we beseech the Father
with our urgent pleas to save us and our children, we are candidates for the Gospel. God can say, “Come to me
all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Mt 11:28). We come to Jesus in meekness, trusting
that He remembers His mercy! Here God can say, “I give you springs of living water in Holy Baptism. I give you
the medicine of immortality in the Lord’s Supper. I give you My Word that is good for both body and soul unto
life everlasting.” John 6:51, “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he
will live forever.”
So in repentance and faith, we come back to our Canaanite woman. She remained persistent. First, she
was ignored. The second time, Jesus told her, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” In other
words, “Sorry, I didn’t come to help people like you”, which makes us feel really uncomfortable. How could
Jesus seem to show such partiality? That can’t be it – God shows no favoritism. Romans 2:11, “God shows no
partiality.” Jesus is testing her faith. Faith perseveres in trials. Proverbs 24:16, “For the righteous falls seven times
and rises again, but the wicked stumble in times of calamity.” In our Epistle reading we confess along with the
Apostle Paul, “We rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing
that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope
does not put us to shame.”
This Canaanite woman had character. She persevered in this trial. She insisted the Lord have mercy! She
held onto hope that Jesus would help her, for God remembers His mercy! The third time, in utter humility she
“came and knelt before Him saying, ‘Lord, help me’” (v. 25). And Jesus answered, “Is it not right to take the
children’s bread and throw it to the dogs” (v. 26). This statement refers to the family order. The house of Israel
are the people to whom Christ first came. The dogs, that is, the Gentiles – all non-Israelites – were not a part of
the immediate family as it were. And yet she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from
their masters’ table.”
In the humility of faith, this woman acknowledged her “place at the table.” She confessed that even the
crumbs off the Master’s table are better than scraps in the street. Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is
your faith! Be it done for you as you desire!” And her daughter was healed instantly (v. 28).
The Lord remembers His mercy. If you’re ever tempted to believe that you’ve been ignored by either your
Christ or your Church, keep being persistent. Keep “calling in” as it were through prayer. Keep reaching out and
letting your voice be heard in love. Don’t sit idly by. In the humility of repentance, come and receive Jesus in His
body and blood for the forgiveness of sins. It will strengthen and preserve you in both body and soul unto life
everlasting. That is God’s promise. God’s promises are never discouraging or demoralizing! The spiritual healing
of God’s gifts when received in faith is as immediate as the physical healing of the Canaanite woman’s daughter.
What God gives you are no crumbs off the dinner table, but the very Supper the Lord has instituted and given for
you! When faith trusts Jesus’ words, “You are forgiven”, the benefits of that forgiveness are instantaneous. You
don’t need to feel forgiven. You just need to trust Jesus’ words that you are forgiven. And where there is
forgiveness there is life and salvation. The forgiveness of sins abounds in the Divine Service. We receive it in the
Absolution. We confess it in the Kyrie. We hear it in the Gospel reading and sermon. We partake of it in the
Sacrament. Clearly the Lord remembers His mercy. Faith needs to remember it, too! He who has ears to hear, let
him keep on hearing! In Jesus’ name, Amen.

