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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. We hear these words of Jesus
again from the Gospel reading, John 13:34, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another:
just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” So far the Word of the Lord.
If I get the chance I like to watch the News on important days of the year such as Maundy Thursday to
see how the Media portrays these most holy days. While you may know better not to get your understanding of
the Bible from the News or News personalities, I don’t think many Americans know this. It’s important to know
what your neighbors are watching, listening to, or reading so that you can properly catechize them if they receive
and believe false information about God or the Bible.
Last year I was struck by how one of the more conservative News channels on network TV portrayed
Maundy Thursday. A good ten minutes was devoted to explaining the importance of these next few days both
historically and in the life of the Christian. But, the entire portion about Maundy Thursday was simply about Jesus
instituting a new commandment: to love one another, and to wash one another’s feet.
We can be tempted to think or even believe, “Well, at least they’re talking about Jesus – it’s better than
not at all.” But is that really true? Historically it isn’t. Do you know how Islam was founded as a religion?
Mohammed heard a Christian priest talking about Jesus. He was intrigued, dare I say even converted, but the
priest was a false priest. He was a priest who denied the divinity of Jesus. Mohammed rightly thought from this
false doctrine that God must have been a pretty weak and pathetic God. Islam was founded soon thereafter, and
fourteen hundred years or so later, look where that has gotten us. How many millions of people are going to hell
because of belief in God, but deny the divinity of Jesus, thereby believing in a false god? Acts 4:12, “There
is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be
saved.” That name is Jesus, only-begotten Son of God the Father, and also true Man, from whom proceeds God
the Holy Spirit.
Paul warns in Galatians 5:9, “A little leaven leavens the whole lump.” A little false doctrine makes a
bunch of false doctrine. Think about if you’re building a house. If the foundation is off by even a quarter of an
inch, those errors will exponentially increase as you build upward. Now, you might say, “Well, there wasn’t
anything falsely stated in the News, it was just an omission.” Go back to the building of the house analogy. If you
omit putting the screws into the boards, how well will your structure hold? Sins of omission are just as deadly as
sins of commission to use the catechetical categories of actual sin that you were taught. “The wages of sin is
death” (Rom 6:23). All sin is damnable apart from repentance and faith.
So while the Media may talk about Jesus on days like today, tomorrow, and Sunday, we must be careful
in assuming that all mentions of His holy name are beneficial. To be clear, this is not a disgruntled rant about the
Media either. Please, don’t perceive it this way. I let this sit a whole year – I was going to preach this sermon last
Maundy Thursday. This is simply a practical exhortation that you carefully consider what is being said especially
when it is about our Triune God. As we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, we want to make sure God’s name is hallowed
in all that is said about Him. As much as our culture encourages us to tolerate everything, we as Christians simply
cannot tolerate anything said or unsaid that is false about our Triune God.
The omission of the institution of the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of sins misses the entire Gospel
promise of what God does for us in Christ Jesus on this most Holy Day. Imagine talking about Good Friday
without mentioning the death and burial of the Son of God. Imagine a sermon on Easter Sunday without
mentioning that Christ rose from the dead in His body so that you could also rise on the Last Day in yours! The
Gospel is always the focal point. The Law’s goal is to either lead to repentance and faith in the Gospel or flow
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out of the Gospel in good works. Without the Good News of what God does for us in Christ Jesus, the Law would
have no purpose but to condemn.
And yet, there is partial truth to the News’ portrayal. We heard it in the Gospel reading. Jesus did wash
His disciples’ feet. He did institute a new command to love one another. So here’s the primary message for today.
If someone asks you what the sermon was about here’s what you should be able to say: we must always maintain
the distinction between Law and Gospel. We must always rightly divide the two when we read the Bible, when
we teach the Bible, and when we preach the Bible. This goes both ways. If I simply said that Maundy Thursday
was only about the Gospel – what God does for us for Jesus’ sake, then I would be in error. If I said Maundy
Thursday was only about the institution of the Sacrament of the Altar and receiving the forgiveness of sins , I’d
be omitting the law that Jesus also gives. I’d be omitting that Jesus institutes mandates around the reception of
the Sacrament. He tells us to eat and drink it, not eat and dip it, for example, hence the practice of intinction not
being a permissible practice. He teaches us to celebrate it often, not just once in a while so it remains extra special
from our perspective.
Now I realize that a sermon or even a television program can only say so much in so little time. A sermon
can only have one or two primary themes or else the hearer gets overwhelmed with information. We are also
called by Christ to put the best construction on everything according to the 8th Commandment. We still,
nevertheless must always distinguish between Law and Gospel. One without the other diminishes them both.
Christ did institute a new command on this day. He taught the humility of service to others by way of example:
He washed His disciples’ feet. He was teaching that the Christian life is one of service to others. Doing good
works is not optional. Those works just don’t save us. They demonstrate that we are saved by God’s grace through
faith.
Receiving the Sacrament is for the benefit of both body and soul. But that’s not where the story ends.
Since it benefits us in body and soul, we are refreshed and rejuvenated to turn that benefit into works of service
towards our neighbor. It doesn’t necessarily mean washing someone’s feet, though it certainly may. It means
humbling yourself to serve your neighbor by helping and supporting their every physical need. Gospel and Law.
Justification and sanctification. God declaring us holy with the forgiveness of sins. Act of God making us holy
enabling us to lead godly lives with our works.
Jesus makes it clear in the text that as He has loved us, so also we are to love one another. His love is
made clear in the Lord’s Supper. Paul writes, “For as often as we eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes” (1 Cor 11:26). The Lord’s death is the clearest expression of His
love. John 15:13, “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.” Jesus
laid down His life for you. He gives you His very body and blood that was given and shed for you. The Lord’s
Supper is a meal of love; God’s love for you.
Let Jesus’ love have its way with you. Love begets love. Let His love for you generate love for others. As
Jesus says, “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (Jn
13:35).
You are Christians. That’s why you’re here today. That means you are Jesus’ disciples gladly hearing and
learning His Word. Let others see the joy this brings you by the example you leave them to imitate in how you
love them, serve them, and show them how to live the Christian life. Yet this example to imitate also includes
running back to the Altar in humility to receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins in repentance
and faith when you fall short of God’s glory in sin. While our love isn’t perfect, His love always is. In Jesus’
name, Amen.

