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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed!
Alleluia! Our sermon text for today is the Gospel reading from John Ch. 16, with particular focus on Jesus’ words
in v. 24, “Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.” So far the Word of the Lord.
The astute observer will have noticed the Gospel reading has been from John 16 three weeks in a row, and
it will be so next week, too. The historic lectionary typically dances around the four Gospels – Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John – which means this atypical trend in the Lectionary is making a point and therefore trying to teach
us something. We are now in the sixth week of Easter. The enthusiasm of the “Christ is Risen, He is risen indeed,
Alleluia!” has lost some of its zap, and that’s OK.
John Ch. 16 takes place before Jesus was betrayed, arrested, crucified, died, and buried. So that means, at
least in our text, which took place on the first Maundy Thursday, the joy of the first Resurrection wasn’t witnessed
yet. As the world waited to behold the first fruit of the Resurrection then, so also the world waits for the Final
Resurrection now. While we do still celebrate, we also still have real life going on. And real life sometimes stinks.
There are still betrayals, sufferings, maybe not crucifixions, but certainly there are deaths. As Jesus says, “In the
world you will have tribulation.” This is not a pleasant promise, but it still is one. Yet Jesus immediately follows
that promise with great encouragement: “But take heart; I have overcome the world” (Jn 16:33). That is to
say, “I have conquered the world.” Jesus is the victor over sin, death, and the devil. So while we may sometimes
feel defeated by these things, in Christ we have the victory!
John Ch. 16 equips Christians to gird up our loins, taking heart that Christ has conquered the world, which
emboldens us to face each day with heightened zeal, trusting that our sorrow will turn to joy (Jn 16:20), guided
by the laws and comforted by the promises that the Holy Spirit declares to us in Scripture (Jn 16:15). That’s
literally the summary of each of the last three weeks. The second half of the Easter season sets our eyes on the
coming Day of Resurrection, while acknowledging that “in the meantime” we have a loving God who comes to
us in Word and Sacrament, and has promised never to leave us nor forsake us (Heb 13:5).
But the main thing today’s Gospel teaches us is that we always have our Heavenly Father to turn to in
prayer for whatever and whenever we are in need! We Christians live in the period between Christ’s Ascension
and the Last Day. We are in the period of “in the meantime.” The Gospel reading teaches us not to sit idly by
hoping for the best, but expecting the worst, but instead to go to our gracious God with our pleas and petitions.
Jesus says, “Ask, and you will receive.” (Jn 16:24). And the reason Jesus commands us to pray is so that “[our]
joy may be full”! Prayer is not to be a laborious endeavor. Our God who is more willing to give than we are to
ask. God actually wants us to be happy in Him, and to come to Him with whatever is on our hearts! This is why
Paul teaches in 1 Thessalonians 5:17, “Pray without ceasing.” And this is why James teaches us to pray
confidently! James 1:6-8, “But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave
of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive
anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.”
Now certainly God does provide for us all the things we need for our body and life without our prayer.
Hence Jesus teaches in His sermon on the mount: “Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?'
or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your
heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you” (Mt. 6:31-33). God provides for all creation in this way. Yet, Jesus
nevertheless commands us to go to the Father with all our pleas and petitions! If there’s something on your heart,
ask for it! And that’s what the Latin name for this Sunday means by the way: Rogate – ask! When we ask God
for something, we are praying for it!
So the first lesson Jesus teaches in our Gospel reading is to actually ask God for things. When there’s
something we really want or are trying to discern what it is that we want, oftentimes we spend more time thinking
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and contemplating about it, and dreaming and scheming for it instead of praying! Don’t dream; pray! Go to your
heavenly Father and ASK! Rogate! Don’t waste yours or anyone else’s time, “Sending positive thoughts or vibes
someone’s way.” That literally does nothing. I suppose it might make them or you feel better knowing someone
cares, but if you want something to actually get done, pray about it! And trust the Lord is good, slow to anger,
and abounds in steadfast love! The one who trusts the Lord is righteous in His sight. James 5:16 teaches, “The
prayer of a righteous person availeth much.”
When we don’t pray for things, it’s like what James says in 4:2 of his letter, “You do not have, because
you do not ask.” Don’t be tempted to think your prayers are ever in vain! The heavenly Father always hears
them. As we confessed in the Introit, “But truly God has listened; he has attended the voice of my prayer”
(Ps 66:19).
Now the second lesson Jesus teaches today is to ask “in His name” (Jn 16:23). This is not merely a magical
incantation. Jesus is not a genie. Praying in Jesus’ name is not the same thing as teaching children to “say the
magic word” if they want someone to give them something. The name of Jesus is not equivalent to saying please!
Instead, praying in Jesus’ name is praying in accord with who Jesus is. So if someone prays that God would help
them get away with stealing, for example, that is a prayer God will never answer because that is not in accord
with who God is. God is not a thief. That’s the nature of the Devil.
But what about the times God says, “No” to our prayers? Sometimes He says, “No” to our petitions
because He knows some of the things we ask for or want aren’t good for us. My kids would love it if we said,
“Yes” every time they asked for Macaroni and Cheese for dinner, which would be like every day. Parents have
to say “no” sometimes because they do what is best for their children. Just because God does not answer your
prayer in the way you want Him to does not mean He has not heard it. He is always overjoyed that you went to
Him with it. He wants us bringing all our supplications to Him! But when we ask for things that do not accord
with the name of Jesus, we can’t hold it against God when He doesn’t grant us them. James 4:3, “You ask and
do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.”
Nevertheless, KEEP ASKING! Keep praying. Because remember what Jesus says: “Ask, and you will
receive, that your joy may be full” (Jn 16:24). Whether God answers your prayers with a “yes” or “no” or “not
yet”, confess along with the Psalmist, “Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my prayer or removed
His steadfast love from me” (Ps 66:20). God cannot ever reject your prayer. Even when God says, “No” or “Not
yet” to our prayers, He does so out of love. He’s teaching us to love Him and trust that He knows what’s best for
us. He cannot throw your case out of His court as it were. He loves you and He loves when you come to Him with
your needs. That doesn’t ever change. That’s what makes His love steadfast. God is the giver of all that is good
as we prayed in the Collect. So ask Him for all good things! And trust that He will provide them! In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

