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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Our sermon text for today is the
Gospel reading, Mark Ch. 8, when Jesus fed the four thousand with particular attention to the words in v. 8,
“And they ate and were satisfied.” So far the Word of the Lord.
Whenever we get a reading in the Lectionary that tells a story of a miraculous meal provided for God’s
people, the Christian should always think of the 1st Article of the Creed, “I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.” For included in that brief sentence is God’s promise to provide all that we need to
support our body and life as we also pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Give us this day our daily bread.”
Too often I think Christians are tempted to think too narrowly about God’s gracious provisions as if they
only pertain to food, clothing, and shelter. Now I think most people understand Jesus’ point in the Sermon on the
Mount when He says in Matthew 6, “And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow
is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be
anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 For the Gentiles
seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all” (vv. 28-32).
Again, most Christians understand that God is going to provide at least the bare necessities, though, in
fact, our cup overflows with blessings at the table God provides (Ps 23:5). We understand this to be true, but
what about when faith is truly tested? It’s easy when we have so much extra stuff, storehouses full of food and
bank accounts full of money. But what about if we truly didn’t know where our next meal would come from? Or
if we lost our job and didn’t have any savings? This is why in that passage from the Sermon on the Mount Jesus
addresses His hearers, “O you of little faith!” The difference between understanding and faith is a wide gulf.
We understand that Jesus could have fed 4,000-plus people in a desolate place, and in fact, did. But would
we have trusted Jesus to provide for us if we were one of those 4,000 people starving who had listened to Jesus
teach for three straight days with nothing to eat, in certain danger of “fainting on the way” home (Mk 8:3)?
It is the nature of God to provide. This should bring such great comfort. This is one reason why the Old
Testament reading is a perfect fit for the theme of the day. We learn very clearly that everything God created was
good. Even the gold of the land of Havilah – the gold – was deemed good (Gen 2:12)! All this goodness is a
perfect reflection of God’s goodness. It is God’s nature to provide for His creation. It is only the sin of man that
turned what was perpetually and perfectly good into a mere shadow and glimpse of the good it once was. Apart
from Christ, the whole lot of creation is a damned mess. Yet God is still good, and He works His goodness
whenever He pleases. We see this goodness in all the miraculous provisions throughout the Scriptures. From just
a handful of flour and a little oil in a jug, God provided continual sustenance for the widow at Zarephath in 1
Kings 17. From five loaves of bread and two fish, Jesus provided enough food that 5,000 men plus women and
children were filled in Mark 6. After a night of not catching a single thing, the resurrected Christ told His disciples
to cast their nets on the other side of the boat, and provided breakfast with a few of the 153 fish they caught
shortly thereafter in John 21.
It is the nature of God to provide. It is the fallen, sinful nature of man not to trust that He will. This promise
of provision and trust applies to ev-er-y-thing, not only to food and clothing. Where God makes promises to
provide, He provides. So, for example, God provides pastors to preach and teach His Word and administer His
sacraments. I know there are people tired and weary of the Call process, and I’m sure there may be a couple
people that would like to muzzle me from teaching about it anymore. But, as with all matters of God’s Word, it
is important to teach until everyone not only understands, but trusts it!
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When a pastor receives a Call, this is when faith gets tested that God will provide for His people no matter
what. We do not know the plans God has for this particular congregation, and every time a Divine Call is issued,
we are humbly reminded that we are not the ones in control of anything pertaining to the Church. The Church is
Christ’s Church just as pastors are Christ’s pastors. We do confess this every week in the Creed, “I believe in
ONE holy, Christian and apostolic Church!”
Now, I repent for saying in Bible Study publicly and to some of you privately, “How many Calls do I have
to decline before you trust me that I love you and I’m here for the long haul?” While of course I intended it to be
a matter of trust between pastor and parishioner, I was in a very real way setting myself up as an idol. Instead, the
question should be, “How many Calls do I have to receive before you trust the LORD that HE loves you and He
is here for you for the long haul?” I hope you see the difference. Christ will provide no matter what happens ever!
The perpetual love of Christ, the God-man, is what drives the compassion He has for the people when
seeing that they have had nothing to eat (Mk 8:2). In the same way, the perpetual love of Christ, the God-man, is
what drives His compassion to provide for His Church when, or if, they find themselves without a pastor. It is the
nature of God to provide all things, for both body and soul. God will provide pastors when and where He sees fit.
God opens Churches and He closes them when and where He sees fit. He moves the pieces. He knows what He’s
doing. Isaiah 55:8, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the
LORD.” We are His servants. Think of the book of Job for a minute. For 37 chapters, Job and his so-called
friends dispute God’s will, and Job questions God’s justice. Rather than answering Job’s multitude of questions,
when God finally decides to speak He says these words, “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without
knowledge? 3 Dress for action like a man; I will question you, and you make it known to me. 4 "Where were
you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding” (Job 38:1-24).
God is the Shepherd. We are the sheep. In this past year, I have heard this insult thrown around a lot, that
those who follow this or that authority, or this or that viewpoint are just “sheeple” (sheep + people). Most people
understand that sheep aren’t very intelligent and just sort of “follow the flock” as it were. Here’s the problem with
such an insult. Everyone is a sheep, whether you like it or not, and there are no exceptions. What matters, then,
is, “Who is your shepherd?” Is it Christ or some other authority? Is it Christ? Or have you set yourself up as your
own shepherd?
Paul acknowledges our human weaknesses in the Epistle reading today when he writes, “I am speaking
in human terms, because of your natural limitations” (Rom 6:19). We all have weaknesses, blind spots, and
natural limitations. We can either conform to the ways of the world or we can conform to Christ, the “Shepherd
and overseer of our souls” (1 Pet 2:25). It is the nature of the world to be corrupt, selfish, controlling, and
deceitful. As Paul writes in the Epistle, “The end of those things is death” (Rom 6:21). It is the nature of Christ,
however, to provide, have compassion, nurture, strengthen, and sustain body and soul unto life everlasting. Jesus
is the “Highest Good”, which is why we sang such praises to Him in the sermon hymn (LSB #819). Because of
Jesus, “you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to
sanctification and its end, eternal life” (Rom 6:22).
God is going to provide for you all the days of your life, and He’s going to provide everything you need
for both body and soul. It may not come in a miraculous way like the feeding of the four thousand. Faith never
has its foundation in that kind of miracle anyways. Instead, faith has its foundation in Christ, who died and rose
again; who continues to give us His body and blood under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins.
In humility and repentance, this is why we come to the Divine Service week after week and receive the
gracious provisions God gives through Word and Sacrament. It is His nature to provide and give, which is
precisely what we need since it is our sinful nature to despise the gifts. It’s why men like you, Vicar, are needed
to faithfully proclaim the Word of God, which alone can shatter hardened hearts and yet also mend broken ones.
So, like God said to Job, “Dress for action like a man”, that is, to translate it literally, “Gird up your loins” (Job
38:3). Gird ‘em up, that by God’s grace you may in boldness and confidence be the man through whom God
provides the forgiveness of sins in Word and Sacrament, received by faith alone. And trust that indeed it is the
nature of God to provide. And we will be satisfied. The word “satisfied” in Greek is a coarse verb that is almost
always used of livestock being to the fullest. Think of the phrase, “stuffed like a pig.” The Shepherd leads His
sheep to pasture and feeds us to the fullest. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

