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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Today’s sermon is based on the
Gospel reading, Matthew 6:24-34 in which Jesus teaches us why
we ought not be anxious saying in v. 34, “There do not be anxious about tomorrow…” So far the Word of the
Lord.
God is going to take care of you. He will provide for you. He will supply you with all that you need to
support your body and life. We confess this every single Sunday with the words, “I believe in God the Father
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.” Since God is the Creator of everything, we can easily overlook just how
much He actually cares for His creation. To use a human example, if any of you have ever fashioned something,
whether it be something artistic or a home project, you know how much went into it and you do what you can to
preserve it. Children make something in Sunday School and they want to put it up on the wall when they get
home. We are proud of the things we design and we want to take care of them. It’s built in our nature. How much
more so does God take care of the things He has created? When we design something we merely reassemble
things that have already been created. God, however, created everything from scratch “through His Word”, 2
Peter 3:5. Ponder how much He cares about His creation then, and especially you, the crown of His creation!
Consider how much He loves you now that you are a new creation having been “born again by water and the
Spirit in Holy Baptism, John 3:5; having been “buried with Christ by baptism into death” (Rom 6:4)! If we
painstakingly do what we can to preserve what we have toiled to fashion together or build, how much more so
does God work to preserve His children in the one true faith through Word and Sacrament!
So what are we anxious for? Why do we worry about things? We are all ὀλιγόπιστοι (oligopistoi), the
gentle, one word rebuke Jesus speaks in our text today meaning, “little faith ones.” I think it’s safe to say that we
all cognitively know and understand that God according to His very nature has promised to provide everything
we need, but when it’s time for us to actually put that knowledge into practice by trusting it to be true for us, we
all turn into “little faith ones.” It’s really hard to trust God’s Word when our flesh, the world, and the Devil are
all constantly tempting us to doubt. But we are without excuse. God made a promise and God does not lie. We
need to trust Him! And when we don’t, when we act the part of the “little faith one”, we must repent.
We learn in the Parable of the Sower that as quickly as God sows the seed of His Word into our hearts,
which produces faith, the fowl that is the old evil foe comes along and tries to snatch it (Mt 13:4). As hard as the
Devil works to strip faith away, the Christian must all the harder work to stay vigilant. “Be sober-minded; be
watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” Most
people are familiar with those words of 1 Peter 5:8. But we perhaps are not as familiar with the comfort that
follows this warning. Vv. 9-10, “Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are
being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while,
the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm,
strengthen, and establish you.”
When we find ourselves ὀλιγόπιστοι (oligopistoi), little faith ones, we repent and run to receive the Word
and Sacrament for the forgiveness of sins, which increases our faith and strengthens us in the fight against the
roaring lion. The God of all grace will Himself, as Peter writes, “restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.”
Those four verbs paint a beautiful picture of God’s creative acts. These four verbs could also be rendered, “create,
establish, strengthen, and settle” you – painting the picture of what a potter does to the clay. He creates or fashions
the design, he establishes the mold on the wheel, he strengthens it by heating it up in the kiln, and then lets it
settle when it cools. This reminds us of Isaiah 64:8, “But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay,
and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.” Thus also God has created you in the womb. He
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has recreated and established you in Baptism through water and the Word. He strengthens you through the Means
of Grace. He causes you to settle in and on the firm foundation that is Christ so that when the tests and trials of
life come, you will not falter or crumble.
Knowing this, and Lord willingly believing it, again, I ask, what are we anxious for? Why do we worry
about anything? It is interesting that our Gospel reading today comes right after Jesus gives us the Lord’s Prayer,
which immediately precedes today’s portion of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Jesus, then, teaches us how to put
the Lord’s Prayer into practice. You heard the words “heavenly Father” two times today. This brings to mind the
introduction of the Lord’s Prayer, “Our Father who art in heaven”, which means, “God tenderly invites us to
believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we
may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father.”1
God is our true Father by His grace for Jesus’ sake. What makes Him “heavenly” is not merely His
residence, but His divinity and holiness which “assures us… that… (He) has the power to grant our prayers.”2
Psalm 124:8, “Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth” as we confess together in
the Divine Service!
Not only does Jesus teach us the sweet comfort of the introduction to the Lord’s Prayer, He also teaches
us to trust that God is going to give us our daily bread. So stop worrying. Jesus says, “Look at the birds of the
air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them” (Mt 6:26).
Interesting word play here, the Greek reads, “Look at the birds of the heaven” or “sky”. In other words, the
heavenly birds are cared for by the heavenly Father. Even the birds are the Lord’s birds! How much more so are
you going to be provided for, redeemed children of God, and therefore heavenly children of the heavenly Father!
So don’t worry about the things of this life – any of it!
Jesus says, “The Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them all” (Mt 6:32). You don’t need to seek after these things. Instead, “Seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you” (Mt 6:33). Seek where the kingdom of God
comes to you here in the Divine Service in Word and Sacrament, for these means will give you the faith which
trusts that God is going to provide regardless of whether we believe or not. And when faith trusts in the Lord, you
will realize the futility of worrying over things that you need not worry about. “Cast all your anxieties on him,
because he cares for you” (1 Pet 5:7).
In this sense Jesus isn’t merely teaching us how to put the Lord’s Prayer into practice, but He more
importantly is teaching us how the Lord puts the Lord’s Prayer into practice! His name is holy without our prayer.
His kingdom comes without our prayer. He gives us our daily bread without our prayer. God doesn’t forgive our
sins because we pray for it. No, God forgives our sins because of Jesus, and faith believes it to be true! So what
are we anxious for? “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money” (Mt 6:24). Who is going to
provide for you everything you need? Your pay check or God? Your retirement fund or God? You know the right
answer. Stop trusting your money. God’s going to give you everything you need. “All these things will be added
to you” (Mt 6:33b). And as David confesses in the Psalm, “our cup runneth over” (Ps 23:5); God provides in
overabundance. This will always be true. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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