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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. We hear this question of Jesus to
the Pharisees again from the Gospel reading, Matthew 22:42, “What do you think about the Christ?” So far
the Word of the Lord.
The theme of today’s message is “Jesus Teaches Christology.” You learned in school that any word that
ends with “logy” means “study of.” So today Jesus teaches the Pharisees a bit about the “study of” the Christ, that
is to say, information about who the Messiah or Christ is.
The Pharisees were excellent law keepers. They were really good law makers, too, which often got them
in trouble. Jesus taught that they fulfilled the words of Isaiah 29:13 when He said, “In vain they do worship me,
teaching as doctrine the commandments of men” (Mt 15:8-9). But as good law keepers, one would think they
would understand who the Christ would be. Yet they were “unable to answer Him a word, nor from that day
did anyone dare to ask him any more questions” (Mt 22:46) after Jesus had posed to them some questions
about the Christ. Why? What went wrong?
It certainly could be that their own man-made precepts got in the way of their understanding of God’s
Word. It could be that they had hardened their own hearts. It could be that they went to Jesus thinking, “Well, He
silenced the Sadducees, but we will be the ones to silence Him!” We could speculate forever about the whys and
the what-went-wrongs. We could trouble shoot and try to diagnose the reason for the Pharisees’
misunderstandings until Christ returns, but that will do us no good. What will do us good is to learn from the
Pharisees’ mistakes, so that we don’t make them. Or, when we do make them we be led to repentance and true
faith.
Whether Jesus is teaching about the kingdom of God in parables, or demonstrating how He fulfilled the
Psalms as He does in our text, Jesus is teaching us Christology. It’s important to know who Jesus is and there’s
always more to learn.
Quick story: When I make visits to shut-ins with living spouses such as George and Janet Hartig, I’m
always fascinated when one of the spouses tells a story and the other one says with excitable joy, “After all these
years, and I never heard that one before!” Despite all those years living together, they still have that excitement
of learning something new about the one on this earth that they love the most. Admittedly, when situations like
this would happen, I used to think in the ignorance of youth, “How have they not heard it all by now?” But now
I see it entirely differently. It shows how on this side of heaven, no matter how long you live with your husband
or wife, there’s always something new to learn. What a joyful truth about marriage!
If this joy of new learning happens with elderly married couples who spend significant time with each
other every day for decades, how much more so can we learn new and exciting things about our Jesus! Many
years ago, I heard someone say, “Jesus loves me this I know” is good enough for me. Ugh, it crushed my spirit!
Don’t get me wrong. The first line of that favorite hymn for most little children is of utmost importance to not
only know but believe firmly in the heart, but there is so much more about Jesus than this! May the Lord open
our ears and hearts with a fervent spirit to learn as much as we can about our precious Savior! The more we know
Him and about Him, the more we will trust Him. It’s similar to marriage. No one in their right mind ever marries
someone unless they have gotten to know the person enough to trust them. And yet, that trust will grow over time
in the marriage itself. Marriage is built on trust, and such trust builds upon itself. The Christian life is one of trust,
and God bestows such trust through His Word! The more we receive His Word, the more we will trust Him.
Back to our text. So often Jesus is the one getting the questions in the Bible, but today’s Gospel reading
has Him doing the interrogating. At this “table talk” of theologians, He poses to them, “What do you think about
the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David” (Mt 22:42). They answered correctly.
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He asks two more question: “How is it then that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, “The Lord said
to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet? If then David calls him Lord,
how is he his son?” (Mt 22:43-45).
Before we get to Jesus’ questions, what do you make of the three little words, “in the Spirit” here? “How
is it then that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord?” Jesus is confessing very clearly that the words of King David
in the Psalms are inspired by God. As Paul writes in 2 Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is breathed out by God.”
Peter writes in 2 Peter 1:21, “For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” Those are usually the two verses biblical Christians go to
as proof texts for the inspiration of the Scriptures, but Jesus’ small confession here perhaps carries just as much
if not even more weight. Even the God-Man, the Christ, confesses that David spoke by the Holy Spirit! True God
confesses that true God inspired the Scriptures! This, too, is Christology!
Now to the two questions Jesus asks the Pharisees. Jesus is quoting Psalm 110:1. If you were to look up
Psalm 110:1 in any English Bible, you would read, “The LORD” – capitals L-O-R-D – “says to my Lord” – with
only the L capitalized. What this means is, the personal name of God – YAHWEH – says to my Lord, that is,
Christ. To put it into clear theological terms: God the Father says to the Christ, “Sit at my right hand, until I make
your enemies your footstool.” This is Christology. David’s God says to David’s Lord, that this Lord has both
divine and human characteristics. He’s divine in that He sits at the right hand of God, which is a position of power
not a physical place, and yet he’s human because he has earthly enemies (TLSB note Ps 110:1).
So how can this Lord be David’s son? If the Christ is only God then He can’t be David’s son. If He is only
man then He can’t be David’s Lord! Jesus is teaching Christology. The person of Christ is a mystery to reason.
The two natures of Christ, that He is both true God and true Man, cannot be grasped by reason or strength, but
only by faith. This is ultimately why the Pharisees were not able to answer Jesus a word. This is why from that
day forward no one dared to ask Him any more questions. The Pharisees did not understand that faith cannot be
achieved by works. True faith cannot be apprehended by intense academic study or strict adherence to a moral
code. True faith is only given by God’s grace, and faith trusts God’s Word. The Pharisees may have sought to
silence Jesus, but they were the ones who left in silence…
So what does this mean for you? We prayed in the Introit, “Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for
you, and let your prophets be proven faithful.” God’s Word will prove true every single time. Why doubt? God
is faithful! He gives His people peace. When we confess our sins in humility, God answers the prayer we sing
after almost every sermon in the liturgy from Psalm 51:10. He “creates a clean heart and renews a right spirit
within me.” He does not cast us away from His presence. He does not take His Holy Spirit from us. He restores
unto us the joy of His salvation! The greatness of God’s goodness and mercy does sometimes leave us speechless,
but it will in the end cause us to praise God when He “opens our lips, that our mouths may declare His praise”
(Ps 51:15). And this is all for Jesus’ sake, who is true God and true man, who not only paid the penalty of our
sins, but also has given us His perfect righteousness. Only the Christ could do this. Without Christology, we
couldn’t know our Jesus. Without Christology we wouldn’t have the promise that we will see our Jesus face to
face on the Last Day when we believe in Him for the forgiveness of sins.
Today I must declare God’s praise. After praying with my wife early Friday morning about whether or
not to go to my Grandpa’s funeral, we finally decided that I would leave at the literal last minute. I got to the
Church in North Tonawanda, New York at 12:27, three minutes before it began. I didn’t get to see my Grandpa’s
remains in the casket as the funeral director had long since already closed it. After the funeral, since that funeral
director also happens to be my Godfather, he asked my Dad to ask me if I wanted him to open the casket one last
time so I could see my Grandpa. I told him, “No, it’s OK. I’ll be there when the Lord opens it up on the Last
Day.”
That’s why we celebrate Christology. Because Christ – true God and true man – has been raised, so, too,
all who believe in Him for the forgiveness of sins will be raised in the body, glorified and imperishable. We will
get to see not only Jesus, but all those who trusted in Him for the forgiveness of sins. The vaults of all graves will
be opened; the vaults of heaven will resound with praise. Jesus the Christ “will sustain you to the end”, and by
faith you will be declared “guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 1:8). In Jesus’ name, Amen.

