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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. We hear these words again from
the Epistle reading, Colossians 1:12-13, “…giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in
the inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us
to the kingdom of His beloved Son.” So far the Word of the Lord.
One of the most comforting things a professor ever said to me was in Undergrad at Concordia University
Wisconsin. My Greek teacher, Pastor Wayne Rasmussen, who is now with the Lord, encouraged us as we toiled
through learning a classical language in preparation for the Ministry by saying, “God doesn’t Call the qualified;
He qualifies the called.” What He meant was that God doesn’t Call men to the pastoral office who are the most
qualified, have the most talent, or have the greatest gifts. To be sure, God does require that pastors have certain
qualifications such as being, “above reproach”, if married, “the husband of one wife.” He must be “soberminded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his
children submissive” (1 Tim 3:1-4). The only required skill of a pastor in that list from 1 Timothy or elsewhere
in Scripture is that he be apt to teach. Beyond that, God doesn’t require a pastor to have a most winsome
personality, or a financial background, or other things that would make a pastor more “successful” in the eyes of
the world. This was most comforting to all of us young men aspiring to the pastoral office who all certainly had
wonderful pastors that we looked up to, which made the Holy Office quite intimidating. My professor reassured
us that God would qualify those He Calls. In other words, God, through His Word, would grow us in our
sanctification enabling us to live lives that we would otherwise be unable to.
In the same way, according to our Epistle, God doesn’t “call the qualified; He qualifies the called” as it
pertains to the doctrine of election. God doesn’t elect those to salvation who seem to deserve it. He doesn’t look
at individuals from His divine foreknowledge and say, “Ah, [insert any name], they will be better suited to
represent My holy name than so-and-so, so I will give them faith and save them.” Instead, God qualifies all whom
He calls by His grace and mercy alone. There is no merit or worthiness in us. God through His Word enables us
to lead holy lives according to it.
Paul blesses the church in Colossae with the words, “May you be strengthened with all power,
according to His glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who
has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light” (Col 1:11). That’s quite a wordy blessing,
but it is reminder that strength in Spirit comes from God, endurance under trial comes from God, and having
patience during tribulations with joy is something only a gracious God could give! Again, it is nothing we can do
or muster. But we can give thanks to God for His faithfulness in doing these things. In fact, we should always
strive to maintain a spirit of thanksgiving no matter what happens. For no matter what befalls us, it is God who
qualifies us to share in the inheritance of heaven Jesus earned and has prepared for us.
In sports, if someone qualifies for a next event, it means that they earned their position or spot based on
their time or score. But notice who drives the verb in our Epistle. It is God who qualifies you. The word “qualifies”
is causal, which means that God not only is the subject of the action, He is also the cause of it! Hence, it is Christ
who does the qualifying. Christ has run the race, and faith trusts that His perfect “race time” as it were causes our
qualification to heaven! You see, then, that the verb “qualify” functions a lot like the word that you are probably
more familiar with from Scripture: justification. For Jesus’ sake, God declares us to be righteous. That’s
justification. In the same way, for Jesus’ sake, God qualifies us for the inheritance of heaven prepared for us!
The next verse in our Epistle continues with the same God-driven actions. “He has delivered us from
the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son” (Col 1:13). When I teach
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students the distinction between Law and Gospel, one of the ways it helps to think about the distinction is asking
who is driving the verbs. If you or I are the doing the acting, it’s usually a Law statement. Think of things like, “I
honor my parents” or “You will not murder anybody” or “We still not steal from our neighbor.” But Gospel is
God doing the acting: God qualifies, God delivers, God transfers. These are things God does for us for Jesus’
sake out of His love, grace, and mercy alone!
The way God delivers us from the domain of darkness is seen most visibly in Baptism. There the Old
Adam is drowned and dies, and there at the font a new man arises to live before God in righteousness and purity
forever. Jesus delivered us from sin, death, and the Devil with His death on the cross, and He gives us the
assurance of that deliverance through Baptism! As Paul writes in Romans 6:4, “We were buried with Him
through Baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, we too may live a new life.”
And yet it is not enough just to be delivered. Being removed from the kingdom of darkness does us no
good unless we are also brought into the kingdom of the Son. The word “transfer” in English is derived from two
words meaning to bear across; or to bear a change. Trans means “change” or “across” and –fer comes from a verb
meaning to bear. Think of when someone changes jobs or starts a new career. When someone transfers from one
job to another, or even from one church to another, a lot of change happens. It can be stressful and tiring. It can
be quite a burden. When we do the transferring, the transition going smoothly is dependent on our ability to adapt.
But you see, in the spiritual sense, when it comes to “transferring”, God again does all the work. He transfers us;
he bears the burden of bringing us from the kingdom of evil to the kingdom of grace. He did that work on the
cross, and He continues to pour out the benefits of that work through the Means of grace. No wonder why Paul
starts these two verses imploring us to give thanks to God!
Now the word transfer is a Latin-based word. In Greek, the word picture is slightly different but equally
as beautiful. If the word transfer connotes someone bearing something from one place to another, the word in
Greek means to literally “change where one stands”. And that’s, again, exactly what God does for us through
Jesus. At the Font today, we will see/saw this most clearly with Christopher Edward’s Baptism. The Rite of Holy
Baptism has these words in the beginning, “The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born
sinful and are under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We would be lost forever unless
delivered from sin, death, and everlasting condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son
Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
eternal life.”
God delivers and transfers – He changes where we stand – because Christ died, made atonement, and
redeemed. This is why Paul concludes after stating that God has transferred us to the kingdom of the beloved Son,
“in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Col 1:14). Redemption is the forgiveness of sins. To
redeem is to buy back. The payment for transferring us from the kingdom of the devil to the kingdom of the Son
was the holy, precious blood of Christ! You have been bought. You have been purchased. You have been
delivered and transferred. You are “a people for His own possession” (1 Pet 2:9). You will receive “the riches
of His glorious inheritance in the saints” (Eph 1:18). By God’s grace you have been saved. Like the daughter
raised from the dead (Mt 9:25) and the woman healed of her hemorrhaging (Mt 9:22) in the Gospel reading, so
also Christ will raise you from the dead, and give unto you total healing of body and soul in life everlasting. He
qualifies the called. He has call you by the Gospel, enlightened you with His gifts, sanctifies and keeps you in the
true faith. He has qualified you. So “let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus.
the founder and perfecter of our faith” (Heb 12:1b-2a). In Jesus’ name, Amen.

