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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. We hear these words again from
the Gospel reading of Matthew 21:9, “And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were
shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the
highest!” So far the Word of the Lord.
You have probably heard on the News the concern that “Christmas might be cancelled” because of all the
supply chain shortages. We of course know that the Gift we receive at Christmas has already come once in the
flesh, and comes every time two or more gathered in His name, and will come again on the Last Day. For all the
children here today, remember the most important gift you will receive on Christmas morning is Jesus. If He
didn’t come into the world the first time when He was born of the Virgin Mary, there would be no Christmas!
Because of the first Christmas we have the promise of eternal Christmas joy to come in heaven by faith in Jesus
for the forgiveness of sins!
The season of Advent with the blue paraments adorning the altar, pulpit, and lectern prepares us for all
these comings, which is what the word Advent means. And as you’ve heard many times before on this first Sunday
of Advent, the Gospel reading, while taking place on the first Palm Sunday, is fitting for this first Sunday of the
Church Year precisely because it teaches us how to welcome the coming Messiah. Christmas cannot be cancelled
because Christ cannot be cancelled. Christmas cannot be ruined precisely because Christ was “ruined”, as it were,
on the cross. When Jesus died and rose again, He made it an everlasting truth that the promise of Christmas would
remain and that the resurrection of the body and life everlasting by faith we will obtain.
Today’s sermon theme and title is the translation of the word, “Hosanna”, which means, “Help” or “Save,
I pray” (TLSB note @ Jn 12:13). Since the crowds were speaking to Jesus, we could and should rightly understand
them to be saying, “Lord, help us” or “Lord, save us!”
When we shout our Hosannas, whether it’s on Palm Sunday or in hymns like, “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”,
we typically are singing them as words of praise. There’s nothing wrong with that of course, but thinking of it
merely as praise is missing half the point. Hosanna is also a confession. We are confessing that we need saving;
that we need help! This is why Advent is a penitential season. This is how Advent teaches us how to prepare to
greet our Savior.
The Jerusalem crowds that went before Jesus and followed Him confessed that they needed help and that
they needed saving, and they knew exactly who to direct their need. It was Jesus. So also those that come before
us and follow us must continually be taught who it is that they need help from and who it is that saves them.
Hosanna is both confession and praise because we confess we need saving from our sins and Jesus is the one to
do it!
This might seem obvious to you, but there are Christian confessions of faith that confess once saved,
always saved. In other words, once a person comes to faith, they can’t possibly lose it no matter what they do.
There are others that believe once you have been saved, now it’s about maintaining a right relationship with Jesus
by works or personal piety. Instead, the Triumphal Entry of Jesus teaches us that we always are in need of saving
and our assurance comes not from our works or feelings but instead by confessing our sins and trusting in “He
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” (Mt 21:9). For the one who comes in the name
of the Lord is the one who comes to save us from our sins, for the name Jesus means “The Lord saves”!
Because of sin, our souls are constantly brought low in humility. Our transgressions bring us shame. It
makes it worse when we know better and still fall into sin. Think of what Paul writes in Romans 7, “For I do
not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate” (v. 15). He, of
course, is referring to those times when we know the right thing to do, and our renewed baptized spirit wants to
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do the God pleasing action, but our sinful flesh wins out. This is incredibly frustrating. Before God it’s
humiliating. Left unchecked it can lead to either despair or haughtiness. Despair because we become convinced
that we won’t be saved because we believe we will never bear fruit in repentance. Or else haughtiness because
we will begin to think that God will overlook this or that sin since it’s just part of “who we are”. Both are equally
damnable.
May the cry of the crowds be our cry, too. “Hosanna!” Lord, come quickly and save us lest we despair or
arrogantly think we don’t need saving. When the Lord leads us to repentance and our souls are brought low, it is
precisely the time for us to confess with the Psalmist, Ad te levavi as you see printed at the top of your inserts:
“To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame” (Ps 25:1-2). We
confessed in the Introit that when our souls are brought low, in repentance and faith we lift them to the Lord. We
commit our spirit to Him (Ps 31:5). It’s like if you are at the bottom of a pit, there is only one place to look and
that’s up. Thus, when our souls are at the bottom of the pit, feeling the weight of sin, there is only one place to
lift them to, and that’s up. We lay our sins on Jesus hoisted on the cross.
By faith in Christ, the shame from our sin is removed. Now shame is a fickle thing. On the one hand, once
forgiven sin is removed. No questions asked. When God forgives, He forgives. On the other hand, it’s often the
case that even after we are forgiven we are ashamed of such a violation of God’s will. If the shame is merely a
form of disappointment over such a thing, that’s appropriate. That’s evidence of a living faith. But if the shame
takes on the form of embarrassment before God as if it inhibits our coming to Him in prayer or thanksgiving, then
we must be exhorted to believe that we are actually forgiven. For when God forgives our sins, He removes them
as far as the east is from the west. Our slates are wiped clean. By His grace, He answers our Hosannas!
The Vicar was there a few weeks ago when we had a man come in after church who was seeking absolution
for what was troubling his conscience. When I pronounced those words, “For Jesus’ sake, you are forgiven”, he
shook his head no. He was despairing. He didn’t think it possible that God could forgive him especially because
he knew in his flesh that he was probably going to sin again. My heart bleeds for those who suffer this way. It
makes you think of the words of the Psalmist, “A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise” (Ps
51:17).
The broken and contrite heart must be exhorted to cry out in faith: Hosanna! Lord, save me. Hosanna!
Lord, help me. Hosanna! God help us to believe that in You we will not be put to shame. No head shaking. No
doubting God’s promise. Lord, give us the faith to trust that when You say, “I forgive you all your sins” that we
are forgiven. Ad te levavi. Lift up your souls to He who comes in the name of the Lord. He comes bearing your
sins and giving you His righteousness. The Lord helps. Jesus saves. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

