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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. We hear these words again from
the Gospel reading Luke 21:28, “Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” So far the Word of the Lord.
What does a pregnant woman do when her water breaks? She goes to the hospital. What does a father do
when he smells something foul coming from the vicinity of his toddler? He checks AND changes the diaper.
What does the Christian do when he sees the world getting progressively worse; when he sees an increase of
catastrophic events occurring all around him? He straightens up, raises his head, and gets ready for Christ to come
back. In all those things, we see the signs and act according to God’s Word.
Luke Ch. 21 is not only about the End Times. Jesus begins the chapter foretelling the destruction of
Jerusalem that would take place in 70 AD. It is only after this that he goes on to talk about “signs in sun and
moon and stars, and on the earth the distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and
the waves, people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world” (Lk 21:25-26a).
The connection between the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the world as we know it is that they
are reminders that we live in a habitation fallen from grace. They are reminders that to prepare for Jesus’ return
is first a call to repentance.
So when an earthquake strikes a far distant land, we don’t look at such a thing and say, “Oh, God is judging
those people for such and such a sin.” Instead we say, “Lord, have mercy on me a sinner.” When something really
awful or unfortunate happens at work, we don’t say, “Oh, woe is me the innocent victim.” Instead we say, “Lord,
have mercy on me a sinner.”
The Christian must be able to clearly perceive by now that how the world has handled a global pandemic
is precisely the opposite of how Jesus teaches us to handle signs of judgment. Perhaps people aren’t “fainting
with fear”, but there has certainly been massive amounts of foreboding of what has come on the world. We have
seen finger pointing and politics at every turn. How many people have straightened up, raised their heads, and
confessed, “My redemption is drawing near?”
It’s been a while since I have said this, but it’s still true and it needs to be said, for repetition is the seed
of all memory. Remember what we pray in the Litany. Feel free to follow along on p. 288 in your hymnal. At the
very least, I’d encourage you all to make use of the Litany in your private prayer lives at home. For now, I’ll just
read it.
After a series of pleas for mercy, “O Lord, have mercy. O Christ, have mercy”, etc., the Liturgist asks the
Lord to be gracious to us. The congregation responds, “Spare us, good Lord.” The liturgist again asks the Lord to
be gracious to us. The congregation answers, “Help us, good Lord.” Help us, Hosanna! (Think of last week’s
Gospel reading and sermon.) Then the first extended petition prays this: “From all sin, from all error, from all
evil; from the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; from pestilence and famine; from war
and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion; from lightning and tempest, from all calamity by fire and water;
and from everlasting death.” The congregation responds, “Good Lord, deliver us.”
The litany teaches us that when we come before God with our supplications, we come in the humility of
repentance: “O Lord, have mercy.” Then we ask for deliverance from all the evil signs of a fallen and ending
world, confessing that unless God delivers us, no one and nothing else will. But ultimately what this does is teach
us how we can “straighten up and raise our heads” in the midst of such evil. For when we repent and trust that
Christ alone forgives us, we have nothing to fear. We know our redemption is drawing near.
I realize that there is still the unsettling reality of the world ending. Signs in sun and moon and stars is
terrifying to think about. Even the most courageous here today were most definitely unnerved and unsettled when
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the word of a worldwide pandemic hit the News. But the Christian does not fear the same way the non-Christian
does. We do not fear as ones without hope of deliverance.
Paul writes in Romans 8:22, “For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the
pains of childbirth until now.” As things ramp up and the “labor pains” get progressively worse, that is, further
removed from the goodness of how God created things in the Garden of Eden, the Christian must see with the
eyes of faith that the fullness of Christ’s redemption is drawing near. Things are progressing even though from
our experience it’s a lot slower than a woman in labor. Yet any woman who has gone through natural labor for
the first time experiences this change. As she measures progressively towards that 10 centimeter benchmark, the
contractions intensify. Until she experiences it for herself, she knows not the extent of the agony that is coming,
which is why labor is so unnerving.
So also, you and I as Christians do not know the extent of creation’s labor until we experience it. So, yes,
things will keep intensifying unless Christ comes first. The writing is on the wall that Christ could return any
time. In the meantime, if God delays, things will keep getting intensifying. But remember, God delaying is not
because He is slow to act. 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness,
but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” The
Lord is patient in returning because He wants all people to repent and be saved (1 Tim 2:4). If the Lord is patient
in returning, we must be patient, too. James 5:7-8, “Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the
Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives
the early and the late rains. 8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at
hand.”
For the Christian, then, the end of the world and the coming of the Lord is not daunting. Instead it is
something we eagerly wait for! Romans 8:23, “And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our
bodies.” We know how the story ends. Galatians 5:5, “For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly
wait for the hope of righteousness.” The laboring mother knows that soon she will get to hold her child, and all
the pain and suffering will be worth it. The Christian knows that the trials and tribulations that we endure here on
earth will be worth it. Our reward is in heaven. Salvation is the hope of righteousness! That doesn’t take away the
sting of death. For the sting of death is sin (1 Cor 15:56), and we will still dwell among it. But we know that the
grave has no victory. Christ has the victory.
It is with the eyes of faith that when these things begin to take place that leave the world in fear and
confusion, we look to Jesus, our deliver. When the writing is on the wall that the world is coming to an end, we
repent, and we look to what is written in God’s Word for our comfort, which enables us to straighten up and raise
our heads. God’s Word exhorts us to look up to He who was hung on the cross, He who rose again from the dead,
He who ascended into heaven to prepare a place there for every single one of you. For when He who ascended
returns, He will come to bring you to that place with many rooms. In the presence of God there will be no more
fear or foreboding, no more perplexity and uncertainty.
The writing is on the wall. You’ve heard the phrase before and I have said it several times already. It
comes from the Old Testament book of Daniel. In Ch. 5, Belshazzar, king of Babylon, threw a feast in which he
took vessels removed from the temple in Jerusalem, filled them with wine, and toasted to the pantheon of
Babylonian idols. Listen to what happens. Beginning at v. 4: “They drank wine and praised the gods of gold
and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. 5 Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote
on the plaster of the wall of the king's palace, opposite the lampstand. And the king saw the hand as it
wrote. 6 Then the king's color changed, and his thoughts alarmed him; his limbs gave way, and his knees
knocked together.” You see, he saw the sign, the hand writing on the wall, but he could not interpret it. He knew,
though, that it was bad news. So he offered great riches to anyone in the land who could tell him what it meant.
No one could except Daniel. And Daniel told him what was written. V. 25, “And this is the writing that was
inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and PARSIN. 26 This is the interpretation of the matter: MENE, God
has numbered the days of your kingdom and brought it to an end; 27 TEKEL, you have been weighed in
the balances and found wanting; 28 PERES, your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians."
29 Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel was clothed with purple, a chain of gold was put around
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his neck, and a proclamation was made about him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. 30 That
very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed.”
This story teaches us that God is not slow to act. He can raise up and tear down in a day according to His
will and His time. The story of the hand writing on the wall also teaches us that God’s Word always comes true.
Belshazzar didn’t live another day. Now sometimes, we’d like God to act as quickly as He did in Daniel 5, but
He’s much more patient than we are, because He wants everyone to repent and be saved. He will act, though, as
He has promised. Christ is coming again. And it’s sooner now than when we first believed. So repent, straighten
up, raise your heads, and cling to Jesus who came once to save you from your sins, and is coming again to bring
you the fullness of your redemption. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

