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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. We hear these words from the
Christmas Gospel reading again, John 1:1-2, “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.” So far the Word of the Lord.

When | was a Greek Instructor at the Seminary, | had a student in one of my classes who was a Seventh
Day Adventist. Seminary students almost always have a Bible with them. When we translated John 1:1 together
in class, the student was confused that his bible read at John 1:1, “In the beginning was the Word and the Word
was with God and the Word was a god.” I jokingly asked him, “What is that, a Jehovah’s Witness Bible?” He
opened up the cover, and a look of horror went over his face. His personal Bible was, in fact, a New World
Translation of Holy Scripture, which is the JW’s official Bible. He didn’t know what to do. Not joking anymore,
I told him, “Burn it.” You see, that serious error of translation is damning if you believe it. Literally. You
confessed it today in the Athanasian Creed. Jesus is not a god. He is God. He is true God, begotten of the Father
before all worlds. Burn it, so no one could ever get their hands on that student’s erroneous Bible again.

| have burned a lot of bad translations in the last 8 years. Burning a Bible sounds disrespectful and impious,
and believe me, I struggled with the idea of doing it at first, but if someone believes falsely about who God is
because of some erroneous translation, they are going to be the ones burning in hell. We confessed in the
Athanasian Creed, “This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and firmly cannot be saved”
(v. 40). So it is better that a book burn than they burn, right? Disposing Bibles that contain such heresy is actually
a loving work for your neighbor.

People are always wondering what to do with old, dilapidated Bibles. Historically people would either
burn them or bury them. | suggest that if it was a Bible that you found much use of or perhaps was an inheritance
from a family member, bury it. Read some Psalms or your favorite story from it with your family one last time,
sing a hymn, and then put it in the ground. This way you’re treating it with the respect you would a Christian
body, for God’s Word is, as we confess, “living and active” (Heb 4:12). By the way, if you’ve ever heard of the
Dead Sea Scrolls, they were manuscripts of biblical literature buried in caves. The Jews of antiquity would often
bury their old, falling apart Scriptures. We actually have a name for those places; they’re called Genizahs. So if
you’re looking for something to do with your old Bibles, bury the good translations or the ones that have served
you well; burn the ones that could lead people into misbelief!

That’s a lot of talk about what to do with old Bibles. But what is the Bible? It is God’s Word. And today,
on this Christmas morning, we are celebrating the Word made flesh! The Word became man, but the Word was
never made the Word. The Word was not created, but begotten. When John begins His Gospel, “In the beginning”
he adds the word “was.” Was means Was. In the beginning of time, the Word was already there. The Word is
eternal. The Word was with God the Father and the Holy Spirit and the Word was God. Today we not only
celebrate when “the Word became flesh and dwelled among us (Jn 1:14), but the 2" person of the Trinity in
His fullness. It’s Christmas, which means it’s Christ’s Mass. It’s the Mass or Divine Service about Christ!

The theme of the message today is, “Was Is Was.” The word “was” appears four times in the first two
verses of John. In classical languages the verb “to be” wasn’t necessary to say, but the hearer would infer it. Take,
for example, if I were to say, “I, my father’s son.” You can rightly infer that I mean, “I am my father’s son.”
Linking verbs like the word “am” are not always necessary to say even in English. But John very purposefully
uses the word “was” in Greek just like it is in your inserts: “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was
with God and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.”

John intends to leave us no doubt that was means was. The pre-incarnate Son of God was, is, and always
will be. He was there before creation, and He was with God, and He was God. “The Father uncreated, the Son
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uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; the Father
eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal” (Athanasian
Creed vv. 8-11).

This mind-bending stuff is heavy theology on Christmas. But we are celebrating the mystery of the
Incarnation. The mystery of the Incarnation is exactly what it claims to be: a mystery. Everything that John said
about the Word was and remains true even if we cannot wrap our minds around it. We won’t ever fully understand
the mysteries of God on this side of heaven. That’s what makes them mysteries. Our duty as Christians is simply
to confess them as true.

So not only is the Word eternal, but this Word also stepped into time and became Man. According to
Philippians 2:6, “He emptied Himself by taking the form of a servant, not counting equality with God a
thing to be grasped.” What this means is, Jesus didn’t consider it necessary to cling to the privileges that were
His as God’s Son in heaven. He obeyed His Father’s will perfectly, even being sent into the world to die for the
world.

The Vicar is going to preach pretty extensively on the role of death in the Christmas season tomorrow,
and I really hope you come back to hear it. As much as we’d like to keep Christmas about a cute, cuddly baby
wrapped in swaddling clothes, we cannot separate Christ’s death from His birth. As we celebrate His birth today,
we know that it leads to the cross. Without the cross Christ’s birth would have no worth. For at the cross we see
the purpose of Christ coming into the flesh. He came into the flesh to kill the sin of our flesh. As we sing in the
beloved Christmas hymn, “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”, Jesus was “born that man no more may die, born to
raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.” The second birth is a reference to Baptism. Remember
the conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus in John 3:3-5, “Jesus answered him, ""Truly, truly, | say to
you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." 4 Nicodemus said to him, ""How can a
man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?** > Jesus
answered, "Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God.” The Apostle Paul further makes the connection between being born again and baptism by
saying in Titus 3:5, “He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.” Today
we celebrate that Jesus was born not only to die for our sins, but also to give us new birth in Him! That’s how the
Gospel usually works. Jesus not only does something for or takes something from us like our sin, but He also
gives us something in exchange: new birth, His righteousness, the forgiveness of sins. The Son of God has been
doing something for creation since the beginning. Our Gospel reading said at John 1:3, “All things were made
through Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was made.” It is the nature of God to create. It
is the nature of the Son of God to serve. Jesus would say later, Mark 10:45, “The Son of Man came not to be
served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”

Jesus is both Son of God and Son of Man. He is Son of God before all worlds. He is Son of Man at the
Incarnation. The distinction between the Word was in the beginning and the Word became flesh is seen perhaps
most visibly in the Sacrament of the Altar. Before the Word of God is added to it according to Christ’s institution,
the bread and wine remain mere bread and wine. In the same way, before the Word became flesh, the Word
remained the Word. But when the Sacrament is celebrated the way Christ instituted it, the bread and wine become
also the body and blood of Jesus. There is no change of substance. Bread remains bread and wine remains wine.
But now the body and blood of Jesus are also truly present. In the same way, before and after the Incarnation, the
Son of God remained God. He was God and He is God. But at the incarnation, He also becomes man. He does
not change substance. He remains true God and also is now true man. This is what we confessed in the Athanasian
Creed at vv. 32-34, “Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ: one, however, not by the
conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the assumption of the humanity into God; one altogether, not by
confusion (which here, means mixing) of substance, but by unity of person.” Jesus remains this way even
forevermore. True God and True Man for you. Was is Was and Is is Is.

When we celebrate Christmas, we are celebrating mysteries to reason. The mystery of God becoming
flesh. The mystery of bread and wine being also Christ’s body and blood. The mystery of our sins nailed to Christ
and His righteousness given to us. As John writes, “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become children of God” (Jn 1:12). By God’s grace, through faith, you were made His
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children, you are children, and you will be His children. Was is was. Is is Is. Will be is will be, even forevermore.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.



